CHICAGO SECTION AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

6:30 P.M. THURSDAY, March 9, 2017

1400 Renaissance Drive, Suite 312; Park Ridge, IL 60068

Attendees: Mary Jo Boldingh, Paul Brandt, Charles Cannon, Irene Cesa, Richard Cornell, Louis DeFilippi, Ken Fivizzani, Joe Golab, Herb Golinkin, Bill Hayward, Russ Johnson*, Fran Kravitz, Josh Kurutz, Ilana Lemberger, Margy Levenberg, Milt Levenberg, Avrom Litin, Tim Marin, Carmen Marquez, Inessa Miller*, Barbara Moriarty, Gary Roby*, Susan Shih, Kari Stone, Tony Touissant, Andrea Twiss-Brooks*, Rebecca Weiner, Linghong Zhang*
Guests: Gail Wilkening,


Asterisk (*) indicates attendance by phone 

MEETING AGENDA:

Meeting called to order at 6:30 PM by Chair Fran Kravitz.
Review and Approval of the February 2017 Minutes. Susan moves to approve, Margy seconds.
Chair (Fran Kravitz)

· We had another very successful Program Meeting in February. Our attendance at these meetings continues to go up. We have also received several compliments on the new format, locations and cost of our monthly program meetings.

· We received a request from Tara Kristoff of Heritage School in Summit, IL asking for someone to conduct hands-on experiments at their 4th Annual STEM Expo on March 18.  They have had over 1,000 community members attend the three hour event in the past. The event is from 9 a.m. to noon. Please contact me if you are able to help at this event.

· I want to thank Rebecca Weiner, our secretary for the excellent job she has done taking accurate minutes along with distributing them in a very timely manner. Just as a reminder to the Board and for new Board members, when Rebecca sends out minutes for corrections that this is only for typos and not for rewording or adding material that committee chairs did not include in their reports. Doing this would require committee reports to be amended by the committee chair at the Board meeting. The time to ask for clarification of a committee report would be while the committee chair is giving their report or in private with the committee chair after the Board meeting. Also, all committee chairs must submit their report in writing to the secretary prior to the Board meeting. Those committee chairs who forget to submit their report prior to the Board Meeting should send them electronically to the secretary within 24 hours of the Board meeting.

· Thank you, Avrom for providing the Board dinner/snacks tonight. We are looking for additional Board members to help bring dinner/snacks for the months of June and September through December. The Section will reimburse you up to $120 for the food that you provide. Also, as another note, if you bring dinner/snacks then you are also responsible for setting up the food before the Board meeting and cleaning up the remaining food after the Board meeting. Please do not leave this for Gail to do since this is not her responsibility.

· As always, my door, email and phone are always open to listen to your comments. Please feel free to share your thoughts and ideas with me outside of a Board meeting.

· Each month, we will have a topic of discussion in which we will ask each Board member present (in the room and on the phone or "GoToMeeting") to give an answer or opinion in 60 seconds or less. We don't want this discussion to be longer than 20 minutes at most. We will have someone announce when there are 30 seconds left and 5 seconds left. Please be brief and if you don't have an answer or opinion just say "Pass". Also, if you answer or opinion has been given choose something different or say "Pass". Our secretary will record the answers. 

What methods should the Chicago Section ACS being using to communicate to its members, non-members professionals and the public?

· Chemical Bulletin

· website

· email

· facebook, linkedin, twitter, eventbrite

· snapchat

· public radio, public access TV

· contact schools: department newsletters, flyers “propagators”

· Target individual tools towards the audience.

Past Chair (Mary Jo Boldingh)

Past chair has been consumed with working on the annual report and with organizing the Chicago Section table for the National Awards dinner at which Professor Tobin Marks will receive the Priestley Award.  Remember to send your checks to Gail for the Table.  Thanks so much to our sponsors, Margy and Milt Levenberg, Mike Koehler, Fran Kravitz and Russ Kohnken, who stepped up and helped to make this table a reality.  We look forward to hearing about the award ceremony from those who will attend.
Vice Chair (Russ Johnson)

No Report.
Chair Elect (Anthony Toussaint)

No report.
Secretary (Rebecca Weiner)

Send me your reports on Wednesday before the meeting.
Treasurer (Susan Shih)
Checks: $5422.48

This included rent, dinner meeting costs, salary, travel to leadership conference, phone, etc.

 

Deposits: $3157.86

We received about $1097 for Project SEED from the estate of Cherlyn Bradley, and a small donation from Amazon Smiles.  The balance was dinner meeting revenue.

Balance at 2-28-2017 $5985.24

Standing Committees

Awards (Inessa Miller)
· Great Lakes Regional Meeting awards have a couple of deadlines coming up.

· For example, a HS teacher could be nominated. Mike is working on it with Sheri Rukes on a nomination, but we can do two nominations. 
Chicago School Board Liaison (Charles Cannon)

· Charles attended the Chicago board meeting on Feb 22. He recommends that we prepare a presentation about the relationship that the section has with CPS.

· Next meeting is at 10:30 AM on March 22.
· They may want to meet with us.
College Education (Gary Roby, Bob Chapman)

The College Education Committee met live and by teleconference at 7:00 pm on Monday, March 6, 2017. In attendance were Mike Bosscher, Paul Brandt, Joel Schoenberg, Gary Roby (Chair) and Bob Chapman (Co-chair).  The following items were discussed and decisions made:

· Recap of the Monthly Section Meeting, February 17, 2017:

One poster was presented by a graduate student. The poster was not scored on the rubric. No posters were submitted by undergraduate students.

· Technology update:

A fillable form for use in registering posters is available now on the Section Website, linked under “Call for Posters.” Once a registrant completes the form a message with the pertinent information is sent to Gary and Bob.

· Upcoming Monthly Section Meeting, March 17, 2017:

Benedictine University is providing the poster stands etc.
Joel is organizing a Happy Hour at the conclusion of the meeting, and is exploring opportunities for shared transportation to the main meeting site from UIC.

· Future Monthly Section Meetings:

· A call for posters will be made for the Monthly Section Meeting on April 21, once the host site has been identified.
· There will be no posters at the Monthly Section Meeting, May 19.
· Symposium planning (to be held at the host site on the day of the December 15 Monthly Section Meeting):
· The committee will begin planning for the Education Committee Symposium that will be held the day of the December Monthly Section Meeting. Sponsorship of the symposium will be discussed. One committee member has expressed interest in seeking corporate support. A survey monkey will be sent to Education Committee members seeking input regarding desired symposium speakers, events, themes, etc.  That input will be discussed at the May meeting and decisions made/plans created/duties assigned as the first step toward organizing the symposium.

Communications/Technology (Milt Levenberg, Josh Kurutz)
Update on Remote Meetings: Last month we used GoToMeeting to allow board members to dial in remotely.  I was one of the remote dial-ins, and I felt the sound pick-up by the mics for the remote dial-ins wasn’t as good as it could have been.  We will try again for tonight’s meeting and see if we can improve on it.

I was also out of town (in Utah) for the February dinner meeting, but I made it a point to have the GoToMeeting channel open early for each remote site to make sure their connection was working well.  I was able to control the GTM application from Utah, and turn control over to our primary site when the meeting got underway.  Indications are that this connection worked well and the remote sites were able to clearly see and hear the presentation.  We will try it again for the March dinner meeting, and I plan to have the GTM channel open at least an hour before the meeting starts.

Communications & Technology Report – Web subcommittee

Josh and Paul have been updating the Chicago Section website and publishing the current version of the Chemical Bulletin.

Communications & Technology:
Various everyday tasks (listed here to apprise board members of our capabilities)

- Created website entries for our March, April, and May meetings. FYI, every meeting needs basic program information such as Speaker’s name, Talk Title, Talk Abstract, Speaker’s Biography, Locations, Campus/Local maps for each location, turn-by-turn driving directions to each location from all the compass points in our territory, menu information for each location, creation of different ticket types based on different menu options and membership status, and poster registration details.

- Online poster registration forms were created for each of the 2017 meetings at which posters will be presented. This enables interested undergraduates and graduate students to register their poster information and notify the College Education committee of their interest. Thus, instead of emailing around a set of registration forms and having Gail or the committee chairs manage all the email traffic, committee chairs may now log in to the admin area of our website and at any time obtain a complete spreadsheet of information associated with each poster presentation. 

- A concerted effort to publicize monthly meetings on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, ACS Network, and Eventbrite is yielding results. Meeting entries on Facebook are receiving more views and likes than other posts - over 100 views and a dozen likes is now typical. Our renewed effort to post events on Eventbrite, a publicly-visible event page, yielded at least ten attendees at our February meeting.

- Discussed with the chairs of the PR and Program committees an updated format for presenting maps and directions to monthly meeting sites. The primary intent of this new initiative was to provide maps and directions on our website instead of the front page of the Chemical Bulletin. The secondary intent was to determine whether we should eliminate the “turn-by-turn” directions to venues that we have traditionally provided. Now that we have three (or more) sites per monthly meeting, it has become very labor-intensive to provide turn-by-turn directions to each site from all compass points in our territory. In the past, it has been asserted that it was very useful to have such directions on the front page of the Bulletin because printed versions could be handily used for navigation to monthly meetings. But in 2017, we expect most people simply need addresses or hyperlinks to use on their online map applications to navigate to meeting destinations. Consensus of committee chairs consulted appears to indicate the turn-by-turn directions are no longer sufficiently useful, so we plan to abandon them unless the board directs otherwise. 

Campus maps remain required for university or industrial sites for which addresses do not provide sufficient information. For the most recent meetings, we have been providing printable PDF maps of every location that clearly indicate the meeting venue, parking locations, and public transit lines and their stops. We plan to continue producing these maps, though we do not plan on continuing to make them two-page documents including turn-by-turn driving directions. 

Discussion from the Board on maps and driving directions?


No one uses them—let’s eliminate the turn-by-turn directions.
- A survey was sent to attendees of February’s meeting, which featured Prof. Rick Silverman talking about drug discovery. Nine people have responded so far, indicating their opinions about the meeting topic, location, menu, etc. Results are being forwarded to the Program and Section chairs. Results so far indicate:

1) Most respondents get their information about meetings from email invitations, and this is how they prefer to get meeting information

2) Respondents are motivated to attend by (in order): Topic, Location, Speaker, (other)

3) Most respondents cared only moderately or not at all about dinner options

4) Most respondents preferred a $16-25 price point

5) Most respondents preferred a Metropolitan (downtown Chicago) or centrally-accessible (Des Plaines/Rosemont/Schaumburg) location

6) Some respondents missed having the cocktail/social hour.

We will continue to use such surveys to follow up on other meetings.

- Updated the online registration form websites for the 2017 Chemistry Olympiad and Scholarship Exams

· Assisted updating the Scholarship and Olympiad informational web pages on our website

· Updated home page graphics to highlight our new multi-location meeting format, showcase outreach activities, and feature the new Gibbs awardee

· Working with the Membership Committee to develop a membership survey and a “Welcome” email to be sent to new members whenever we update our membership roster.

· Working with the PR committee to develop a set of “Standard operating procedures” to publicize Section events. Much of the information is already in the Section Manual already, but will be updated. Likewise, the Communications and Technology Committee wrote up several “manuals” a couple years ago that describe how to perform certain basic operations regarding online presence, such as updating web pages. These were posted to the Private Business group on the ACS network, and are now being reviewed and updated.

· Attempting to determine who is in charge of composing a one-page flyer for monthly Section meetings. These are handy to attach to meeting invitations to members and to send to various institutional “propagators”, who can forward the announcements and/or print and post them at various institutions.
Community Activities (Avrom Litin, David Crumrine)

· The committee had a very successful outreach event at the DuPage STEM Expo on February 25th at the iit rice campus.  
· Our table was manned by Joel Schoenburg, Robin Fine, Josh, Fran and myself.  We estimated that 500 students stopped by our table and the school estimated 2000 attendees. The event has been recorded in forms.
· Currently we are promoting the earth day poetry competition and are starting to plan for chemistry day.
Continuing Education (No Chair)

Development (No Chair)

Employment and Professional Relations (Katie L)

No report.
Environmental and Lab Safety (Irene Cesa)

No report.
Gibbs Arrangements (Margaret Levenberg)
Please sign up for the May 19, 2017 Gibbs Medal Award Dinner at Meridian Banquets in Rolling Meadows honoring Judith Klinman of University of California at Berkeley.

High School Education (Russ Kohnken)

· 91 students have been nominated by their teachers to participate in the local section exam of the Chemistry Olympiad on March 18 at Loyola University and North Central College.

· Information on a chemistry competition for high school teams held annually at Washington University St. Louis was emailed to contact groups.  I also requested feedback on what these teachers would like to see, need, or could use from Chicago ACS.

Hospitality (Richard Cornell)
No report.
House (No Chair)

The February Program using live streaming continues to be a success. The main meeting was held at UIC in their Molecular Biology Research Building and the program was streamed to North Central College in Naperville and College of Lake County in Vernon Hills. There were 87 people at the UIC location in which 38 people were non-members. There were 49 people at the North Central College site and 30 people at the College of Lake County site. The total attendance was 166.  Last year, the February meeting had a total of 68 people in attendance. The attendance was also compared to the September 2008 meeting in which Richard Silverman was our speaker. Attendance at that meeting was 130.  The technical setup for the February was completed with the help of Richard Cornell, Bernie Santarsiero, Russ Johnson and Milt Levenberg, who handled the controls remotely from Utah. During this meeting, the image of the speaker was presented at the satellite locations as well as the slides. We continued using an icebreaker game during the network hour. The icebreaker game in February was “Molecule on Your Back”. This still proves to be very successful in getting attendees to circulate and meet new people. T-shirt winners from the icebreaker game were Rudy Haidle, Nicholas Gerst and Mona Saflaee at the UIC site and Gwen Bauman at the College of Lake County site. We had one poster at UIC. 

Our March Program meeting will be held at Benedictine University in Lisle and the program will be streamed to Loyola University in Chicago and Oakton Community College in Des Plaines. Each location will have a different dinner menu. The cost will remain at $15 for members and $17 for non-members. We will need a representative from the Section to be at both satellite locations to handle registration, money and the icebreaker game. An instruction packet with all materials is left a couple of day before the event at each location.
The House Committee will work with the Communication/New Technology Committee to send out a survey to all attendees immediately after the monthly program meeting. The survey will collect information on where people learn about the meeting and other details. This information will be used for the IPG report and to improve future Section monthly program meetings.
Long Range Planning (Susan Shih)

A small group of those who attended the strategic planning retreat will be working on drawing up a long range plan for the Section. The first order of business will be to review the current mission statement and write a vision statement.
Membership Affairs (Eva Montgomery)

Membership Notes:
· Membership posters were displayed at all three locations during February dinner meeting along with brochures 

· I posted several tweets #ChicagoACS and a couple of posts on Facebook

· Sent email to 36 new members listed on Activity Report (ending January 31, 2017).  Welcomed them to Chicago Section ACS and highlighted a few benefits

· Sent email to members who ended membership asking them to reconsider.

· No response from either emailing, Josh is going to show me how to send emails through the website.

Next Membership Meeting 
3/13 @6:30-7:30 p.m.

· Discuss get a member campaign

· Ways to highlight benefits members receive through the Chicago Section.
Minority Affairs (Charles Cannon)
· We are excited about the process of establishing a relationship with two HS on the South Side of Chicago. 
· He is going to donate Chemistry texts.

· One year memberships in AACT to faculty members to those that teach chemistry.

· This will happen March-April.
Primary School Education (Amber Arzadon)
No report.
Program (Andrea Twiss-Brooks)
· March meeting is Public affairs.

· Hosted at Benedictine U.

· Thank you for everyone who helped to find the speaker, especially Fran and Mike K!

· Looking for a speaker for next year. If you have a good idea, pass it on to Andrea.
Project SEED (Raelynn Miller)

· I am still awaiting approval for the project proposals that were submitted to National Project SEED for four Loyola University mentors and one Columbia Chicago mentor.  I have sent student applications to a couple more high schools including Sullivan HS (CPS) and Luther North to solicit eligible students.  

· I have also sent reminders to the four students from last summer who are eligible to apply for a SEED II summer internship.  Deadline for application submission is April 3th.  Currently, I have one completed application.

Public Affairs (Mike Koehler)
No report.
Public Relations (Russ Johnson, Bill Hayward)

The committee has completed the 2017 PR plan.  This plan includes as a high priority using social media and other outreach new tools.  We are also completing the press release for the Gibbs Medal Award.
Women Chemists Committee (Kari Stone)

No report.
Young Chemists Committee (Linghong Zhang)

Young chemists committee is hosting a St. Patrick’s Day Happy Hour on March 17th, after the ACS March dinner meeting. The location is going to be decided between Basecamp and Country Club. Basecamp has a “21 and over” policy while Country club is more restaurant style so there is no age restriction. Both locations are within 1 mile of the Goodwin Hall of Business and have parking lots. Come join us for beer and good conversation! And enjoy some appetizers on us!
Tim suggested the pub on campus. It may or may not be open since Spring Break starts that day. Josh will follow up with Linghong.
Board Appointed Standing Committees
Budget Director (Fran Kravitz)
The February Budget Check-Up as of 3/7/17 is being presented to the Board.  The monthly budget check-up indicates that none of the expense accounts are over budget.  

We need to be diligent in controlling our expenses, so please try to reduce spending and look for additional sources of funding when putting together a program or activity for your committee. Please contact me if there are any questions about the February Budget Check- Up.

Comptroller (Herb Golinkin, Barb Moriarty- Asst. Comptroller)
· Everyone has a copy of the consolidated financial statement for 2016.
· Email Herb with questions.
Editor, Chemical Bulletin (Paul Brandt)

· The March Bulletin was 7 pages in length and included articles on a letter from the chair, ChemShorts, Student researchers presenting posters at meetings, Request for volunteers at State Fair, Ad rates, Girl Scouts, and Someone You Should Know (Bernard Santarsiero).  We had two ads that covered 2/3 of a page.  

· The April Bulletin materials will be due March 15 and I am looking for articles from House and Program and the Section Balance Sheet.  

Office Affairs (Susan Shih)

No report.
Publications Business Mgr. (No Chair)

Board Appointed Committees

Bylaws (Russ Johnson)

No report.

Policy (Ken Fivizzani)

The Policy Committee held its third phone conference on Monday, February 27. The committee continued consolidating and reviewing the most recent Policy Statements. We plan to present an updated version to the Board later this year. Our next phone conference is scheduled for Monday, March 20.

Section Trustees (Mark Kaiser, Milt Levenberg, Ken Fivizzani)
The value of our portfolio with JP Morgan has been growing, but not as fast as the S&P 500.

Ad-Hoc Committees
Annual Report Committee (Mary Jo Boldingh)

The Annual Report was completed and submitted by the February 15 deadline.  Thanks to all for their diligence in entering reports into the FORMS system or providing spreadsheets containing the needed information for their committees.  It was a huge effort that I could not have completed without your help.    We also submitted the following self-nominations for five (5) ChemLuminary Awards:

1.   ACS President's Award for Local Section Government Affairs:  Focus on Water - Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago

2.   Most Innovative Activity in a Local Section for Senior Chemists:  Inaugural Senior Chemists Committee Event

3.   Best Overall WCC Local Section:  WCC Chicago Section 2016 - Another Year of Activities and Involvement

4.   Outstanding High School Student Program Award:  Section activities involving high school students, including Chemistry Olympiad-U.S. Local and National, Chicago Section Scholarship Examination in Chemistry, and Project SEED.

5.   Local Section Partnership Award:  K-12 Chemistry Teacher Appreciation Event/ Intro to AACT

A special thanks to Charles Cannon, Russ Kohnken, Mike Koehler, and Margy Levenberg who put in extra time preparing the ChemLuminary Award nominations and a very special thanks to Fran Kravitz for handily fielding the numerous questions that I had throughout the process. Thank you Herb for getting the financial report in quickly.
Distinguished Service Award (Russ Johnson)

I am very pleased to announce that the 2017 Distinguished Service Award will be presented to Avrom Litin.  Please join the DSA Nomination and the DSA Election Committees in congratulating Avrom for this recognition of his outstanding service to the Chicago Section!  The DSA Chair wishes to thank the committee members for selection of this outstanding recipient.

Great Lakes Regional Meeting/General (Susan Shih)
· The meeting is at the end of June in Fargo, ND.

· The deadline for submitting a nomination for the Diversity award has passed.

· The deadline for both the High School Teacher and the Nalley awards is April 15th.

· No deadline has been set as yet for the P3 award.
Great Lakes 2019 (Barb Moriarty)

· After the site visits, the Organizing Committee for GLRM 2019 has chosen the Sheraton in Lisle as the location for GLRM 2019.
· The contract will be signed soon.
· The next meeting of the organizing committee is 3/21/2017.
Historian (Josh Kurutz)
· The next item for history is to create a webpage for DSA.
National Affairs (Mary Jo Boldingh)

There was a National Affairs Committee meeting just before this Board Meeting in preparation for the Council Meeting at the Spring National Meeting in San Francisco.  I’ll report on that meeting next month.
Nominations Committee (No Chair)

Pre-Dinner Meeting (No Chair)


Senior Chemists Committee (Louis DeFilippi, Charles Cannon)

No report.
State Fair (Milt Levenberg, Fran Kravitz)

· Last August, I left the State Fair a few days before it ended to travel to the ACS National meeting.

· Dr. Harsh Bapat from the Springfield ACS section was kind enough to take all the computer gear to his house at the end of the Fair.

· This week I met with him and retrieved the equipment, so it will be available to update for the 2017 Fair.
Stieglitz Lecture (Josh Kurutz)
No report.

Willard Gibbs Medal (Fran Kravitz)
No report.
Old business: 

New business: 
Schedule:

ACS Events for 2017

March 9 Board of Directors Meeting

March 15 Articles for the April issue of the Chemical Bulletin due to editor
March 17 Benedictine U.

March 30 Board of Directors Meeting
Motion to adjourn by Susan, Herb seconds.
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