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CHICAGO SECTION AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY
PUBLIC AFFAIRS MEETING
FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 2018
Main Location:
University of Illinois, Chicago
Molecular Biology Research Building
Herman Auditorium
Entrance at 901 S. Marshfield Ave.
Chicago, IL 60607
PARKING ($8.50):
https://en.parkopedia.com/parking/garage/uic_west_campus_paulina_street_parking_structure/60612/chicago/?arriving
=201801201700&leaving=201801201900
Also Being Streamed to Satellite Locations:
#1
#2
North Central College
Purdue University Northwest
Wentz Science Center
Gyte Building Room 240
Room 356
2200 169th Street
131 S. Loomis Street
Hammond, IN 46323
Naperville, IL 60540			
PARKING: (Free)
http://chicagoacs.org/images/downloads/Maps_of_venues/ncc_sciencecenter.pdf
http://chicagoacs.org/images/downloads/Maps_of_venues/purduenw_map.pdf
https://www.pnw.edu/visitors-guide/maps/hammond-campus

REGISTRATION, SOCIAL HOUR,
POSTER SESSION		

5:30 PM – 6:30 PM

PRE-DINNER TALK – IRENE CESA
“ACS RESOURCES FOR CHEMICAL SAFETY”

6:00 PM – 6:30 PM

DINNER		

6:30 PM – 7:30 PM

ANNOUNCEMENTS		

7:30 PM – 7:40 PM

PRESENTATION OF THE
PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD		

7:40 PM – 7:45 PM

LECTURE BY MS. LISA FREDE		

7:45 PM – 8:45 PM

Lisa Frede
Director of Regulatory Affairs, Chemical
Industry Council of Illinois (CICI)
“Public Policy and the Impact of
Aquatic Invasive Species”
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BIOGRAPHY:

A CHAIN REACTION FOR PEACE

Lisa Frede has been the Director of
Regulatory Affairs for CICI since July
2001. Lisa is located in the Des Plaines
office and represents the interests of CICI
members before several regulatory bodies, including the Illinois EPA, OSHA,
and the Illinois Pollution Control Board.
Lisa serves as co-chair to the Technical
& Policy Workgroup which works with the
Asian Carp Regional Coordinating Committee for solutions to prevent the transfer of aquatic invasive species between
the Great Lakes and Mississippi Basins.
Prior to joining CICI, Lisa worked for Will
County Environmental Health Division as
an inspector. Lisa is a 1996 graduate of
Aurora University.

This is a guest editorial by Zafra Lerman, president of the Malta Conferences Foundation, and Ben Margolin, a volunteer writer for the Malta Conferences Foundation.

ABSTRACT
Lisa Frede will give an overview of who
the Chemistry Industry Council of Illinois
is, what they do, and how they represent
the chemical industry in Illinois. Ms. Frede
will also highlight one of the many public policy issues that CICI deals with and
how this multi-faceted topic affects the
chemical industry in Illinois.

MENU
Main Site Only:
Buffet catered by Pompeii:
o House Salad (Romaine, cucumbers,
tomatoes, red onions & Italian Vinaigrette)
o Either Chicken Parmigiana (with marinara, ricotta cheese and mozzarella
with spaghetti) or Eggplant Parmigiana
Served with Marinara topped with fresh
seasoned ricotta and melted mozzarella and pasta
o Cookie, Water
No Dinners will be served at the Remote
Locations but you are welcome to bring
your own.
Dinner Registration Deadline: 12:00 noon
on Tuesday, March 20
Lecture-only Registration Deadline: 12:00
noon on Thursday March 22
Dinner reservations are required and
should be received in the Section Office via phone (847-391-9091), email
(chicagoacs@ameritech.net) or website
(http://chicagoacs.org/meetinginfo.
php?id=129&ts=1519011417). PLEASE
HONOR YOUR RESERVATIONS. The
Section must pay for all dinner orders.
No-shows will be billed.

Given the tumultuous political situation in the Middle East, it is important - perhaps now
more than ever - to foster new grassroots collaborations in the region. Imagine a room
with Israeli, Palestinian, and Syrian scientists collaborating on regional issues while also
building friendships. For many, this seems impossible. At the Malta Conferences, this
is the norm.
The eighth Malta Conference (Malta VIII) was held Dec. 10-15, 2017, in Malta. Malta
VIII had workshops that focused on chemical, biological, and nuclear security; air and
water quality; sustainability of energy and materials resources; medicinal chemistry, organic and biochemistry, biophysics and biotechnology; science and technology education at all levels; and entrepreneurship and innovation. A total of 26 oral and 39 poster
presentations were given in the workshop sessions by participants from the Middle East
and Morocco. During the workshop on entrepreneurship and innovation, participants
dove in and envisioned companies that would require cross-border collaboration. For
example, Israeli and Gazan participants developed the concept of a start-up company,
Every Drop Counts, for the conservation of water resources.
Every two years since 2003, top scientists from throughout the Middle East have come
together to tackle regional issues despite the hostility among their governments. At the
Malta Conferences, the goal is to create a critical mass of scientists to start a chain reaction for peace, to stop demonizing the unknown other, and to resolve regional problems.
More than 600 Middle East scientists and 15 Nobel laureates are now in the network.
Politicians see national boundaries; the environment does not. Many aquifers in the
Middle East are shared, and pollution knows only one sky. Therefore, no matter how
polarized politics can get, there are many environmental issues that one nation alone
cannot solve - only regional collaboration can truly have an impact.
So at this year’s conference, a resolution concerning water quality in Gaza was drafted
and approved overwhelmingly by the participants from the Middle East. This resolution,
coauthored by scientists from Israel and Gaza, addressed the most critical aspects of
the humanitarian water crisis in Gaza while calling on “the international community to
establish a task force that will be able to overcome the political difficulties and will enable
professional treatment of the water and environment.” As a result of the relationships
developed at the conference, Israelis, Palestinians, Jordanians, and Syrians were able
to work together toward a common goal.
An Israeli participant said, “Do you know what it means for us to spend five days talking
to scientists from countries that otherwise we would never have a chance to meet? We
develop friendships and collaborations. Where else can we do it?”
The Malta Conferences continue to face a number of logistical challenges. One of the
toughest is finding a host country that will issue a visa to all participants. There are scientists coming from Iraq, Syria, Iran, Egypt, Bahrain, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon,
Libya, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, the Palestinian Authority, and Morocco. For Malta VIII, I [Lerman] was up at 3 a.m. before the conference
began to ensure that Iranian and Syrian scientists would be able to attend. At the end,
all invited participants received a visa. Other obstacles include securing all the funding
needed for each conference and dealing with the lack of money to employ paid staff. All
the fundraising and the organizing of the conference is done by volunteers who serve
on the Malta
Conferences Foundation Board of Directors.
Despite all obstacles and against all odds, the Malta Conferences continue to play a
crucial role for science diplomacy in the Middle East.
This article was reprinted with permission from C&EN; it originally appeared in the
January 22, 2018, issue, p. 2. Ben Margolin graduated from Brandeis University in 2017.

Advertise with us and be in good company
For information on advertising,
call 847-391-9091
or email chicagoacs@ameritech.net
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CHAIR’S LETTER
Our March meeting focused on Public
Affairs. I decided to take some time to
reflect on public figures with degrees in
Chemistry.
Margaret Thatcher was the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom from 1979 to
1990. She graduated with a BSc degree
in Chemistry from the University of Oxford. She specialized in X-ray crystallography under the supervision of Dorothy
Hodgkin, who later went on to win the
Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1964.
Angela Merkel has been the Chancellor of Germany since 2005. After failing
physics she decided to pursue Chemistry at the University of Leipzig to prove
she could master the subject. Who says
chemistry isn’t easy. She graduated with
a degree in physics and physical chemistry before earning a PhD in quantum
chemistry from the German Academy of
Sciences. So we see she was very determined to get back into physics.
Chaim Azriel Weizmann was first president of the new State of Israel from
1949–52. In 1900 he obtained a PhD
in Chemistry from the University of Fribourg in Switzerland. Weizmann was
engaged in organic chemistry research,
concentrating on dyestuffs and aromatics where the Weizmann Institute of Science was named after him
I couldn’t find any details about Pope
Francis’s degree but he did fine graduating as a chemical technician.
John M. Deutch was the United States
Deputy Secretary of Defense from 1994
to 1995 and Director of Central Intelligence from 1995 until December 1996.
He earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in Chemical Engineering and a PhD in
Chemistry (physical chemistry) from MIT.
John has been a member of the MIT
faculty since 1970, and has served as
Chairman of the Department of Chemistry, Dean of Science, and Provost. He
published over 140 technical publications
in physical chemistry, as well as numerous publications on technology, energy,
international security, and public policy
issues. He clearly continued to support
chemistry in public policy.
And finally Lawrence Douglas Wilder,
the first African American to serve as
governor of a U.S. state. In 1951, he
graduated with a BS degree in chemistry
from Virginia Union University.
This is a very short summary of public figures that started off with chemistry
degrees. Some have clearly continued
to support science as their careers have
progressed, for others it is not as clear.
Regards
Anthony Toussaint, PhD
Chair
ACS Chicago Section

THE CHICAGO SECTION
OF THE AMERICAN
CHEMICAL SOCIETY
Excellence in High School Teaching
of Chemistry Award
Name of Award: The Chicago Section
Award for Excellence in High School
Teaching of Chemistry
Purpose: To recognize, encourage, and
stimulate outstanding teachers of high
school chemistry or a chemical science
in the Chicago section.
Amount of Award: $1000, a plaque and
membership for one year in the American Association of Chemistry Teachers
(AACT).
Committee in Charge of Award and
Budget: Awards
The awardee is to be chosen annually
by a selection committee composed of
the Awards committee chair, the High
School Education committee chair and
the College Education committee chair.
If any of the committees are headed by
co-chairs, only one of the committee cochairs may serve.
Who May Nominate: Any individual,
except a currently enrolled student of
the nominee or a member of the award
selection committee, may submit one
nomination in any given year. The
awardee should recently (within the last
two years) have taught chemistry at an
area high school. We will not consider
self-nominees.
Required Components of Nomination
Portfolio:
•	The Awards Committee will consider
only complete nomination portfolios.
•	A complete portfolio shall consist of
o Nomination Information Form;
o Nominator Recommendation Letter
of not more than 750 words submitted by the nominator according
to the guidelines outlined on the
Recommendation Form;
o A current curriculum vitae or resume that includes a list of the
nominee’s honors, professional
activities, and additional evidence
of service to the profession; NOTE:
This must be limited to no more
than two pages and the activities
listed must have occurred within
the past five years.
o NOTE: Some commentary on student reaction to the work of the
nominee should be included in the
nominating recommendation letter
for a well-rounded portfolio.

March, 2018 Vol. 105, No. 3. Published
by the Chicago Section of The
American Chemical Society, Editorial
Staff: Paul Brandt, Editor; Margaret
Schott, Proofreader. Address: 1400
Renaissance Dr., Suite 312, Park
Ridge, Illinois 60068; 847/391-9091.
Subscription rates: $15 per year.
Frequency:
monthly-September
through June.

Instructions: Submit nominations via
the website: http://chicagoacs.org/
form.php?form_id=32&c=1 by July 1
of the year that the award is to be given.
Presentation of Award: The award will
be given by the Section at the Chicago
Section’s Education Night.

RUBBER STAMPS
Back when
I was in middle
school
(1970’s)
we
were required
to take art
class where
we made different
lots
of
different
things
such
as
pottery,
learning how
to draw in perspective, and
we made a
rubber stamp.
I have no recollection what I carved into
my stamp but it recently came upon
me that the Chemical Bulletin was a
place that had quite the artist of rubber
stamps. I was given a plaque with five
of the stamps used back in the 50’s and
so I thought I would share these with you
over the course of the year. These were
all done by James A. Wuellner of Standard Oil Co. He was the artist and Assistant Editor of the Chemical Bulletin back
in January of 1955. This first sketch was
published in November 1954. These can
be seen in their original format by using
the Northwestern University Library Online http://books.northwestern.edu/viewer.html?id=inu:inu-mntb-0005391474-bk
and there are 16,937 images starting
with the 1919 Chemical Bulletin. This first
stamp comes from the image #14,593. I
hope you enjoy them!
Paul Brandt
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10th Annual Midwest Regional Conference
March 13-14, 2018
Illinois Institute of Technology
Chicago, IL
More information:

https://www.aiche.org/chicago

Share your passion about your job with high school students

Do you have a story to tell? Share a table with the future generations and help them
understand what you do.

➢ Develop your professional skills
➢ Network with others in the field

➢ Learn about industrial sectors
➢ Advance your career

7 Keynote and Plenary Lectures
18 Technical Sessions

6 Career Development Sessions
14 Professional Development Hours

Keynote Speakers :
Jim Rekoske, Chief Technology Officer, UOP/Honeywell
John A. Rodgers, Professor, Northwestern University
Doraiswami Ramkrishna, Distinguished Professor, Purdue University
Plenary Speakers:
Russell A. Ogle, Principal Engineer, Exponent
Christopher W. Jones, Professor and Associate Vice President for Research, Georgia Tech
Thomas Foust, Director, National Bioenergy Center, NREL
Kimberly Gray, Professor and Chair, Civil and Environmental Engineering, Northwestern University

Early-Bird Registration Deadline February 9, 2018
Pre-Registration Deadline February 28, 2018

1918, WHEN TWO OF THE
FOUR HORSEMEN VISITED
THE CHICAGO SECTION
Pestilence and War, two horsemen
of the apocalypse, were affecting the
Chicago Section in 1918, and Section
Chair L.V. Redman addressed them in
his “Chairman’s Letter” in the December Chemical Bulletin. Further analysis
shows War inadvertently empowered
women in chemistry.
INFLUENZA
Though the flu season of 2017-18 has
affected many across Chicagoland, it
bears no comparison to the great influenza pandemic of 1918. That year,
a particularly deadly strain of influenza
spread across the world, infecting over
500 million people and killing between
three and five percent of the world’s
population. In Chicago, it was worst between September and November 1918.
To help slow the spread of the 1918
outbreak of this highly communicable
disease, health authorities demanded
cancellation of public gatherings, so the
Chicago Section temporarily suspended
its regular monthly meetings. Curiously,
the Bulletin contained no mention of the
cancellations, but Redman mentioned in
December,
“
After an enforced suspension of our
meetings due to the severe pandemic
of influenza and pneumonia the Chicago Section has resumed its regular
meetings.”
WAR
Perhaps cancellation notices were
deemed too negative for publication.
Redman maintained a positive tone concerning World War I, describing the return of troops:
“A few months ago we were bidding
farewell to many of our younger members who were taking up Uncle Sam’s
burden to help make the world a
decent place to live in. The next few
months will present to us the happy
duty of welcoming back the boys who
left us for military duty.”
Redman was keen to ensure that returning chemists return to their professional jobs and enjoy the economic
boom of reconstruction. He optimistically
declared:
“We are entering a period never before
experienced by any nation. We are the
victors and have all the pride and thrill
of victory the initiative and power for
expansion remain in our hand.”

Despite his effort to champion the returning soldiers as heroes and anticipate
economic success, he had to acknowledge that War had taken a tremendous
toll on the world. Many who went abroad
to fight never came back. He tried to give
U.S. deaths a good “spin” by comparing
them to Europe’s:
“
Our total casualties, lamentable as
they are, number less than ½% of the
man power of the country. Considering
our vast resources and our unlimited
man power the war has left us practically untouched. I say practically when
I think of the European nations carrying a war burden equal to one third of
the total value of their country and a
loss in man power which is close to
20% of their effectives when the war
started.”
For perspective, ½% of today’s Chicago
Section is 20 chemists, and ½% of today’s U.S. population is approximately
1.5 million. Losing 20 colleagues is better than losing 800, but that would be
no comfort to their families, friends, and
labmates.
WOMEN CHEMISTS
WWI’s drain on human resources did
have one positive impact: many women
started working in the laboratory when
men left to become soldiers. Once the
remaining soldiers returned home to resume work, if they were able, the chemistry enterprise needed to determine
how to manage the women who had
grown accustomed to their lab positions.
The topic of the December 1918 regular meeting was, “Present Employment
of Women as Chemists” (note that at
the time many women were employed
as “Analysts”, and the title “Chemist”
was one to which they graduated after
additional training). The meeting even
included a series of short speeches on
“Pointers for Women in Chemistry” – four
talks given by three men and one female
physician.
Modern ears will detect a strong element of condescending “mansplaining”
here. The accompanying article entitled
“Woman’s Place in Chemistry” reads:
“The great conflict whose close we are
witnessing has revealed woman as a
potent force in chemical lines. … Will
they wish to be known as lady chemists? Will they accept the same ethical code in employment as the man?
Do they desire to become and remain
analysts or will they show a special aptitude for research? Is the teaching of
chemistry to be their forte?
While we can hope that attitudes
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have improved since 1918, we must remain conscious that anti-woman, prowar, and anti-science sentiments still
abound. Much work must still be done
to strengthen the position of women in
chemistry, which is why ACS has Women Chemists Committees. We must acknowledge the terrible costs of war and
not glorify armed conflict for the sake
of honoring survivors. Further, we must
learn from history and be prepared for
the next pandemic, despite the increasing efforts of anti-vaccination ideologues.
Even if the current influenza season isn’t
as deadly as 1918’s, you should still get
your flu shot!
- Josh Kurutz, Chicago Section Historian
(With thanks to Mike Koehler, who pointed out the 12/1918 Chairman’s Letter)

PROJECT SEED SCHOLARS
You may have noticed in the January 29
issue of C&EN (and the November issue
of the Chemical Bulletin) that three Chicagoland Project SEED students were
winners of the 2017-2018 college scholarships. These are one year nonrenewable
awards of up to $5000 to help cover tuition and fees for their first year of college.
Janiel Cortes graduated from Barrington HS in Carpentersville. Cortes
conducted research under the mentorship of James Devery at Loyola University Chicago. His title is “The Application
of Carbenes as Hydrogenation Catalysts”.
Cortes is an Alfred & Isabel Bader Scholar majoring in chemistry at Loyola.
Another Alfred & Isabel Bader Scholar
is Mir Faiz Rehman who graduated from
Nicolas Senn HS in Chicago. His research mentor, Chad Eichman at Loyola
University guided Faiz to his research
project titled “Investigation of the Uses of
Different Catalysts, Such as Chlorinated,
Iodinated, or Brominated Products in Order to Conduct Hydroarylation Reactions
that are more Atom Efficient & Use Less
Toxic Reagents”. He is at the University of
Illinois – Chicago where he is majoring in
biochemistry.
After graduation from Elmwood Park HS,
Rocco Molinelli will attend the University
of Chicago beginning in the Fall of 2018
majoring in chemical engineering. He
conducted research, and will continue
his work in a gap year, with Wei Tsung
Lee at Loyola University. The title of his
research is “Use of Vanadium to Create
Treatments for Type 2 Diabetes”. Rocco is
an Ashland Scholar.
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SO HOW WAS THE MEETING?
+ PHOTOS WANTED
The Chicago ACS website gives you
a look into how our meetings went after
they happened, and you can help!
Every meeting has a unique address
(such as http://chicagoacs.org/meetinginfo.php?id=102 for December 2015)
that is effectively permanent. If we have
a photo gallery for that meeting, a new
“VIEW PHOTOS” button appears on the
meeting page. When you click on it, you’ll
see all the photos of the meeting; Dec
2015, for example: http://chicagoacs.
org/gallery.php?id=23
FINDING THEM:
There are two ways to browse photos of
past meetings:
1) Navigate to “Events…Past Meetings”
to see the listing of past meetings,
locate your meeting, and click “View
Photos”. Here’s the Past Meetings
page: http://chicagoacs.org/meetinginfo.php?p_or_f=p
2) Navigate to “Events…Photo Galleries” to see all of our photo galleries
and browse until you find the one
you want.
PLEASE SHARE!
We welcome you to share your own photos of our events! Feel free to share them
on our Facebook page: https://www.
facebook.com/ChicagoACS . Or please
send them to photos@chicagoacs.org.
Please provide a caption, identify as
many people by name as convenient, indicate the event and its date. Please try to
resize images so each is less than 2 MB.
Enjoy!
- Josh Kurutz, Co-Chair of the Communications and Technology Committee

Date
(Co-Sponsor or Theme)

Speaker ideas

Title or topic (some tentative)

March 23
(Public Affairs)

Lisa Frede
(CICI)

April 20

Lauren Jackson
(FDA)

CICI services and the case
of Asian carp and industry
impact

May 18
(Gibbs Medal)

Cynthia Burrows
(University of Utah)

June 22

Seth Darling
(Argonne National Lab)

September 21
(Education)

Sherri Rukes (workshop)
Reginald Rogers (talk)
(Rochester Institute of
Technology)
Edward Solomon
(Stanford University)

October 19
(Basolo Medal)
November 16

Cathryn Nagler
(UChicago/ClostraBio)

December 14

TBA

FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK AND TWITTER!
www.facebook.com/
ChicagoACS

twitter.com/
ChicagoACS
https://www.you
tube.com/user/
AmerChemSoc
Put your ad here
Reach prospective clients
by advertising in
The Chemical Bulletin
.......................
For more information, call
the Section office
(847) 391-9091

Global water and work at
Argonne

Food allergy research and
entrepreneurship

HELP THE CHICAGO ACS BY
USING THIS AMAZON LINK
Bookmark this today! When you make
purchases from Amazon.com, you can
now give a free donation to the Chicago
Section every time you shop on Amazon.com. Simply shop at Amazon using
the following link:
http://smile .amazon.com/ch/362287522
Whenever you start there to make a
purchase, the Chicago Section will get
a percentage of your purchase, with no
additional cost to you. It's easy, free, and
supports one of your favorite organizations, so why not use it?
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March 8: Chicago ACS Section Board
Meeting
March 10: Chicago ACS Local Chemistry Olympiad at Loyola University and
North Central College
March 13 – 14: 10th Annual AIChE Midwest Regional Conference at the Illinois
Institute of Technology. https://www.
aiche.org/chicago
March 14: Illinois Science Council – Pi
Day Pi K Fun Run/Walk. Starting time
is 6:28 (2pi) pm. At Fleet Feet Sports
in three locations around Chicago. Cost
is $21.41. For further details see http://
www.illinoisscience.org/event/piday-pi-k-3-14-mile-fun-run-walk/
March 15: ChemWest at LaneTech HS,
5:30 – 8:00 pm. For further details see
http://www.chemwest.org/
March 15 – 18: NSTA’s National Conference “Science on My Mind”, Atlanta, GA.
http://www.nsta.org/conferences/national.aspx
March 18 – 22: 255th American Chemical Society National Meeting and Exposition “Nexus of Food, Energy & Water”,
New Orleans, LA. https://www.acs.org/
content/acs/en/meetings/nationalmeeting.html?sc=meetings_170818_
mtg_NO18_od
March 23: Chicago ACS Section Dinner
Meeting.
April 14: The Marie S. Curie Girl Scout
Chemistry Day program at North Central
College
April 21: The Marie S. Curie Girl Scout
Chemistry Day program at Oakton Community College
April 28: The Marie S. Curie Girl Scout
Chemistry Day program at Valparaiso
University
June 18: You Be The Chemist National
Challenge

REGISTER ONLINE for
Chicago Section
monthly meetings
https://chicagoacs.
starchapter.com/meetreg1.php?id=129

