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CHICAGO SECTION AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY
EDUCATION NIGHT

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2017
LOCATION
Roosevelt University
Alumni Hall
1400 N. Roosevelt Blvd.
Schaumburg, IL 60173

h t t p s : / / w w w . r o o s e v e l t . e d u /
campuses/schaumburg 

Parking: Free

Also Being Streamed to Satellite 
Locations:

College of Lake County
Southlake Campus
Room V336-340
1120 S. Milwaukee Avenue 
Vernon Hills, IL 60061-3195
Parking: Free
http://www.clcillinois.edu/aboutclc/
locations/southlake/maps

Purdue University Northwest
2200 169th St.
Hammond, IN 46323
Parking: Free
https://www.pnw.edu/visitors-guide/
maps/hammond-campus/

University of Illinois, Chicago
Science and Engineering South
Building
Lecture Rooom 138
845 West Taylor Street
Chicago, IL 60607
Parking: Halsted Taylor Parking
Structure, 760 West Taylor
Enter on Taylor St., just east of 
Halstead (Cost $8.75)
https://www.uic.edu/about/visit-
directions

Dr. Sameer Patwardhan
Northwestern University Department of 
Chemistry, Argonne National Labora-
tory Solar Energy Research (ANSER) 
Center

Pre-Dinner Workshop: Hands-on Ex-
periments to Build Solar Panels Using 
Household Ingredients 

After Dinner Program: Introducing 
Solar Energy Science in Classrooms

SOLAR CELL  5:30 PM – 6:30 PM
WORKSHOP, POSTER AND 
NETWORKING 

DINNER 6:30 PM – 7:30 PM 

INTRODUCTORY 7:30 PM – 7:35 PM
REMARKS BY  
FRAN KRAVITZ,  
CHICAGO SECTION  
CHAIR

SCHOLARSHIP  7:35 PM – 7:45 PM
AWARDS

LECTURE BY 7:45 PM – 8:45 PM 
DR. SAMEER  
PATWARDHAN
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BIOGRAPHY
 
   Dr. Sameer Patwardhan is working at 
the Argonne-Northwestern Solar Energy 
Research (ANSER) center at Northwest-
ern University. He is involved in the de-
velopment of new technologies for elec-
tricity and fuels production using sunlight. 
In recent years, he has translated state-
of-the-art energy science for public con-
sumption, and conducted workshops for 
students and teachers internationally. 

WORKSHOP

Title: Build Solar Panels Using House-
hold Ingredients

Grades: 6th through 10th

Description: Solar electricity production 
has witnessed an exponential growth 
in recent years. To make solar energy 
science widely accessible, we have 
designed an experiment to easily and 
cheaply build solar panels using house-
hold ingredients. The multidisciplinary 
experiment provides hands-on learning 
in science, engineering and design. Dur-
ing the workshop, participants will make 
solar cells, assemble cells into functional 
solar panels, and use it to power elec-
tronic devices under (sun)light. Partici-
pants will work in groups to discuss les-
son plan and assessment design. The 
1st 50 teachers with their school receive 
a free kit.  For those who are not teach-
ers, the kit is $20 and $40 for members 
and non- members respectively.

ABSTRACT 

  The solar energy sector is growing ex-
ponentially. The expanding solar work-
force and growing customer base entails 
dire need for public awareness and skill  
development in solar energy. In this  
respect, the wider accessibility of  
solar energy science in middle- and high-
school curricula bodes well. With this 
goal in mind, we have designed science  
experiments for students to make func-
tional solar panels using a variety of mate-
rials and methods. Students not only gain  
understanding of fundamental principles 
and cross-cutting concepts, but also of 
the various science and engineering 
practices. I will describe the fabrication 
of dye-sensitized and organic-inorganic 
perovskite solar cells, and discuss im-
plementation of these experiments into 
classroom. I will share my experience 
working with educators and students 
worldwide, but in particular, at Northwest-
ern General Chemistry laboratory.

MENU 

Roosevelt University, University of Il-
linois at Chicago, and College of Lake 
County (Southlake Campus)

Choice of: 

Panera Turkey Sandwich Box Lunch 
(Oven roasted turkey raised without an-
tibiotics, lettuce, vine-ripened tomatoes, 
red onions, Basil Pesto, pure mayo, spicy 
mustard, salt and pepper on Asiago 
Cheese Focaccia. Served with potato 
chips, pickle, a cookie and beverage.)

OR

Panera Mediterranean Veggie Boxed 
Lunch (Zesty sweet Peppadew piquant 
peppers, feta cheese, cucumbers, let-
tuce, vine-ripened tomatoes, red onions 
and cilantro-jalapeno hummus with salt 
and pepper on thin sliced Tomato Basil. 
Served with potato chips, pickle, a cookie 
and beverage.)

Please note that if we do not meet the 
minimum amount for delivery at a lo-
cation then your meal will be substi-
tuted with a similar meal from Jimmy 
Johns.

The cost is $15 to Section members who 
have paid their local section dues, mem-
bers’ families, and visiting ACS members. 
The cost to members who have NOT paid 
their local section dues and to non-mem-
bers is $17. 

Purdue University Northwest Campus

Choice of: 

Italian Roast Beef with French Fries OR  
Mostaccioli with Marinara Sauce OR 
Vegetable Panini

The cost at Purdue University Northwest 
ONLY is $10 to Section members who 
have paid their local section dues, mem-
bers’ families, and visiting ACS members. 
The cost to members who have NOT paid 
their local section dues and to non-mem-
bers is $12. 

Dinner reservations are required and 
should be received in the Section Office 
via phone (847-391-9091), email (chi-
cagoacs@ameritech.net) or website 
(http://chicagoacs.org/meetinginfo.
php?id=118) by noon on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 12. PLEASE HONOR YOUR 
RESERVATIONS. The Section must 
pay for all dinner orders. No-shows 
will be billed.

HINSDALE CENTRAL HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENT HELPS 
U.S. TEAM MAKE HISTORY 

  Harrison Wang, a student at Hinsdale 
Central High School, was one of four 
students on the International Chemistry 
Olympiad team, each of whom earned 
gold medals – Harrison placed 5th over-
all and will be attending MIT in the Fall. 
It was the best performance by the U.S. 
students since we began participating in 
1984. The best the U.S. had done pre-
viously was to earn three gold’s and a 
bronze in 1999.  For more information, 
see http://cen.acs.org/articles/95/
web/2017/07/US-team-makes-history-
IChO.html.
  For the second year in a row, the Chica-
go American Chemical Society section 
had two students (out of twenty selected 
nationwide) attending the Study Camp in 
Colorado Springs, CO in preparation for 
the 49th International Chemistry Olym-
piad this summer which was held in 
Nahkon Pathom, Thailand in July.  Zach-
ary Chin from Stevenson and Harrison 
Wang from Hinsdale Central qualified 
for the study camp. Congratulations to 
them, their parents, their teachers (Molly 
Sponseller and Julie May respectively), 
and their schools! 
  In order to make the team, students 
must be nominated by their teacher 
(only four per school), to take a regional 
exam put out by the Chemistry Olym-
piad and administered by the Chicago 
Section High School Education Com-
mittee.  Then the top 20 students in the 
nation are chosen through their per-
formance on a nationwide competitive 
exam which includes laboratory work 
as well as written sections. The top 20 
students in the nation are then invited to 
attend a “boot camp”.  The top four stu-
dents from the boot camp are invited to 
compete internationally.  Other students 
performing exceptionally on the na-
tional exam were: Edward Li of William 
Fremd receiving high honors, and Allen 
Ding of Stevenson, Clarissa Gomez of 
John Hersey, Kelvin Li and Jevin Liu of 
Naperville North, Ammaar Saeed of Na-
perville Central, Gabriel Sucich of Walter 
Payton, and James Wei of IMSA all re-
ceiving honors on the exam. Again, con-
gratulations to these students! Students 
from the Chicago Section have now won 
4 gold, 4 silver, and 3 bronze medals 
since 1984.  
  For more information, see https://
www.acs.org/content/acs/en/educa-
tion/students/highschool/olympiad.
html.

Russ Kohnken
Paul Brandt
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2017 SIXTY-FIRST ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP EXAMINATION IN CHEMISTRY

SPONSOR:   Chicago Section, American Chemical Society: High School Education Committee
HELD AT:   North Central College on May 20, 2017
AWARDS:  Funds are contributed by the chemical industry and by individuals. 
 Teachers of a prize-winning student(s) will receive $100.

 PRIZE WINNER SCHOOL & TEACHER

 FIRST Jevin Liu Andy McWhirter
 $5,000 AWARD  Naperville North HS

 SECOND Alex Cardonick Garrett Forbes
 $3,000 AWARD  New Trier Township HS

 THIRD
 $2,500 AWARD Jordan Dembsky Garrett Forbes
   New Trier Township HS

 FOURTH Joseph Li Jeromy Bentley
 $1,500 AWARD  Naperville Central HS

 FIFTH Anne Foley Elizabeth Brucker
 $1,250 AWARD  Naperville North HS

 MARIE LISHKA * Anne Foley Elizabeth Brucker
 $2000 AWARD   Naperville North HS

 MARSHALL S. SMOLER**  Quaid Childers Donna Figenshu
 $200 AWARD  Walter Payton College Preparatory HS

 BERNAARD E. SCHAAR*** Quaid Childers Donna Figenshu
 $500 Chicago Chemists’ Club Award  Walter Payton College Preparatory HS

*To the highest scoring female in the examination.  This award honors Marie Lishka, who was an active Chicago Section member 
for many years.  Additional funding for the Lishka award was provided in memory of Stan Drigot.
**To the highest-scoring Chicago Public High School Student. His sister, Rachel, established this award in 1972 in memory of Mar-
shall S. Smoler.  Mr. Smoler was for many years a chemistry teacher in the Chicago public schools. 
*** To the highest scoring Chicago High School student.  Mr. Bernard Schaar’s widow established this award in memory of Mr. 
Bernard Schaar, long active in Chicago Section, American Chemical Society and the Chicago Chemist’s Club.

HONORABLE MENTIONS LISTED IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER
(These students were the next highest performers)

 Andre Emery Naperville Central HS
 Spencer Gallagher Fenwick HS
 Allen Gu Naperville North HS
 Jason Gu Naperville North HS
 Jeremy Jung Metea Valley HS
 Allison Liu New Trier Township HS
 Siva Muthupalaniappan Glenbrook North HS
 Aliza Panjwani Hinsdale Central HS
 Kathleen Pankow Metea Valley HS
 Ryan Park Hinsdale Central HS
 Zachary Reiss Glenbrook South HS
 Britney Sun Glenbrook North HS
 Jack Thomas-Colwell Oak Park River Forest HS
 Rohan Upadhyay Wheaton Warrenville South HS
 Susan Zeh Fenwick HS
 Kyle Zhao Naperville Central HS
 
A total of 75 students took the 2017 ACS Scholarship exam.  Each chemistry teacher could nominate two students. 

Awards will be given to students at the ACS Education Night meeting at a time, date, and place to be determined.   Award winners 
and their teachers will be contacted by the Chicago ACS office.  All teachers and students are invited and encouraged to attend 
the ACS Education Night meeting.   Teachers who attend the ACS Education Night meeting will receive CPDU credits.  Teachers 
do not have to be ACS members to attend.  Register online at http://chicagoacs.org/meet inginfo.php?id=121&ts=1503642728.

(continued on page 4)

9/17 3

http://chicagoacs.org/meetinginfo.php?id=121&ts=1503642728


A special thank you to Dr. Paul Brandt, Chemistry Professor at North Central College, 
for his hard work and willingness to author the exam.  Additional thanks go to Amanda 
Rountree who helped proctor the exam.  

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTORS TO THE SCHOLARSHIP EXAM ARE: ACS Chicago 
Section, Stan Drigot, Dr. Henry M. Walton, Chicago Chemists’ Club, and Rachel Smoler.

For more information on the September Meeting, see http://chicagoacs.org/meet-
inginfo.php?id=121&ts=1503642728
If you are interested in presenting a poster at the meeting, see http://chicagoacs.
org/form.php?form_id=27

(continued from page 3)

SHERRI RUKES -  
AWARD FOR  
EXCELLENCE IN HIGH 
SCHOOL CHEMISTRY 
TEACHING

  At the Great Lakes Regional Meeting in 
Fargo, June 27-30, the Division of Chemi-
cal Education awarded Sherri Rukes, of 
Libertyville High School, the award for 
Excellence in High School Chemistry 
Teaching.  Sherri has served as an out-
standing science teacher, inspiring and 
influencing thousands of students while 
simultaneously remaining active in the 
scientific community beyond the high 
school.  Sherri reaches beyond the tradi-
tional topics in chemistry and has taught 
both students and fellow educators in ma-
terials science topics such as polymers, 
metallurgy and ceramics. This is reflected 
in her appointment as an ASM Material 
Science Master teacher, a selected group 
of teachers who spend summers teach-
ing weeklong workshops for fellow teach-
ers across the country.  Sherri is also a 
Golden Apple Awardee in 2016.  
  In her own high school classroom, Sher-
ri’s teaching has been exemplary in edu-
cating and encouraging students and her 
colleagues describe her enthusiasm and 
dedication to the craft at the highest level 
of praise. She works seamlessly with fel-
low teachers sharing ideas and engaging 
in discussion to create the best experi-
ence for all students and she is continu-
ally developing new experiences. 
  Professionally, Sherri currently serves 
as a High School Ambassador for AACT 
(American Association of Chemistry 
Teachers) and is President-Elect.  She 
also chairs the Teachers of Chemis-
try Symposium at the National Meeting 
along with extensive professional affilia-
tions and has received numerous grants 
and awards for teaching. http://glrm2017.
com/awards.html

September, 2017 Vol. 104, No. 7. 
Published by the Chicago Section 
of The American Chemical Society, 
Editorial Staff: Paul Brandt, Editor; 
Nick Boaz, Proofreader. Address: 
1400 Renaissance Dr., Suite 312, 
Park Ridge, Illinois 60068; 847/391-
9091. Subscription rates: $15 per 
year. Frequency: monthly-September 
through June.

9/17 4

http://chicagoacs.org/meetinginfo.php?id=121&ts=1503642728
http://chicagoacs.org/meetinginfo.php?id=121&ts=1503642728
http://chicagoacs.org/form.php?form_id=27
http://chicagoacs.org/form.php?form_id=27
http://chicagoacs.org/form.php?form_id=27
http://glrm2017.com/awards.html
http://glrm2017.com/awards.html


CHAIR’S COLUMN
INTERFACING WITH THE 
PUBLIC

  One of the most important tasks of a 
chemist is to interact with the public and 
communicate the importance of chemis-
try in our everyday life. Chemistry many 
times has a negative connotation associ-
ated with it. Every day, we hear on the TV, 
radio and in print that it is better to use 
products which are organic and not the 
ones with chemicals. Most chemicals are 
not bad.  Chemicals compose everything 
- even pure water. Many times the public 
does not understand this. We must be the 
spokespeople to answer questions, edu-
cate the public in interpreting good sci-
ence from bad and making informed de-
cisions when it comes to our environment 
and regulations for both the environment 
and human safety. In the next several 
months, Chicago Section chemists will 
have many opportunities to do this.
  The Chicago Section ACS administers 
the Boy Scout of America’s Chemistry 
Merit Badge yearly. This year, we are 
looking for chemists to join us for lunch 
(noon to 1 p.m.) on three Saturdays. 
See articles on Boy Scouts for further 
information. October contains Chemistry 
Week and this year’s topic is “Chemistry 
Rocks!” The Chemistry Week celebra-
tion will be held at Malcolm X College in 
Chicago on Saturday, October 21 from 
10 am to 3 pm. Please invite your friends 
and neighbors. The event is open to all 
ages but there will be many activities for 
children K-12. In addition, the Chicago 
Section is looking for universities, gov-
ernment agencies and industrial part-
ners to participate in this event by host-
ing hands-on activities or displaying their 
technology to the general public. We are 
also looking for volunteers to help with 
the event.
  Remember that your Chicago Section 
needs your participation in these events 
and others. Information on these ac-
tivities and others can be found in the 
Chemical Bulletin, on our website and 
by calling the Section office at 847-391-
9091.

Fran Kravitz
2017 Chicago Section ACS Chair
fk1456@sbcglobal.net

BOY SCOUTS CHEMISTRY 
MERIT BADGE 

  The Chicago Section of the American 
Chemical Society is currently seeking 
volunteers for its Boy Scout of America’s 
Chemistry Merit Badge program. We need 
individuals to join us for lunch (noon to 
1 p.m.) on Saturday, September 23rd at 
North Central College in Naperville; Sat-
urday, October 14th at Oakton Community 
College in Des Plaines or Saturday, Octo-
ber 28th at College of Lake County in Ver-
non Hills to discuss their chemistry career. 
Whether you hail from an industrial, gov-
ernmental or academic sector, you are in-
vited to join a group of four or five scouts at 
a lunch table.  Graduate students, active or 
retired chemists or chemical engineers are 
invited to be a volunteer. Volunteers are 
asked to describe their career and general 
information about careers in chemistry in-
cluding educational requirements. Lunch 
consisting of cheese pizza, dessert and 
beverage will be provided. We are seek-
ing at least ten volunteers at each location. 
Additional information about each location 
will be sent to volunteers that sign up for 
this activity. Please contact Fran Kravitz 
immediately at fk1456@sbcglobal.net 
if you are available to help with this very 
valuable educational Chicago Section 
program. We need to make sure that we 
have enough volunteers at each location. 
Please put “BSA Chemistry Merit Badge 
Program” on the subject line. 

CHEMISTRY WEEK 2017

  Come celebrate Chemistry Week with 
the Chicago Section ACS at Malcolm X 
College in Chicago on Saturday, Octo-
ber 21!  The Chemistry Week program is 
scheduled to begin at 10 am and should 
conclude around 3 pm. This year’s theme 
is CHEMISTRY ROCKS! Chemistry 
Week will focus on geochemistry. 
  Chemistry Week is an outreach program 
of the ACS to communicate the impor-
tance of chemistry to our quality of life. 
We are looking for universities, govern-
ment agencies and industrial partners to 
participate in this event by hosting hands-
on activities or displaying their technol-
ogy to the general public. Tables are free 
and this would be a chance to showcase 
your organization to the community and 
allow the public to interact with chemists. 
It is a win-win situation for everyone. All 
hands-on activities must be approved 
prior to the event (safety is a first). 
  We are also looking for volunteers to 
help with the event. It is both a fun and 
rewarding event for everyone. Lunch will 
be provided free of charge for volunteers 
and exhibitors. Please contact the Chica-
go section office at chicagoacs@ameri-
tech.net to sign up for a table and submit 
your exhibit ideas or to volunteer. Make 

CHICAGO SECTION 2017 
ELECTION SLATE  

  The following slate of candidates was 
put together by the Nominating Commit-
tee for the 2017 Section Election. New 
officers will take office January 2018. 
Please remember to cast your votes.

OFFICERS:

Chair-Elect
Russ Kohnken
Tim Marin

Vice Chair
Ken Fivizzani
Russ Johnson

Treasurer
Amber Arzadon
Susan Shih

Secretary
Kari Stone
Rebecca Weiner

Directors (9 to be elected: 8 = 2 year 
term and 1 = 1 year term)
Charles Cannon
David Crumrine
Doris Espirtu
Simonida Grubjesic
Karen Heckmann
Josh Kurutz
Avrom Litin
Carmen Marquez
Raelyn Miller
Eva Montgomery
Barb Moriarty
Gitendra Paul
Sherri Rukes
Rebecca Sanders
Peggy Schott
Kristin Sturgeon
Mike Welsh
Linghong Zhang
 
COUNCILORS 
Charles Cannon*
Russ Johnson*
Fran Kravitz
Susan Shih*

ALTERNATE COUNCILORS
Amber Arzadon*
Paul Brandt
Tom Higgins*
Avrom Litin*

*Incumbents

sure to put “Chemistry Week 2017” in the 
subject line.
  So SAVE THE DATE----Saturday, Oc-
tober 21 Chemistry Week at Malcolm X 
College in Chicago.

Put your ad here
Reach prospective clients  

by advertising in 
The Chemical Bulletin

.......................
For more information, call

the Section office
(847) 391-9091
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HISTORIAN’S NOTE: A 1956 
PERSPECTIVE ON THE 
CHICAGO SECTION’S  
SPONSORSHIP OF  
SCHOLARSHIPS

  The Chicago Section has been provid-
ing college scholarships to deserving 
high school students for decades. This 
September, we will be proud to follow 
this tradition, presenting over $15,000 
in scholarships to students who scored 
best on our exam, plus hundreds of 
dollars in awards to their teachers. Ap-
proximately 50 years ago, some mem-
bers were questioning the practice of 
us giving scholarships, and H. S. Con-
way, Chair of the Education Committee, 
provided this valuable perspective on 
the subject in the May 1956 edition of 
the Chemical Bulletin. Thanks in part 
to Conway’s arguments, and to the ef-
forts of our Section’s prior and present 
Development Committee and Trustees, 
we have increased scholarship support 
and have placed it on a firm financial 
foundation.    

Enjoy.

- Josh Kurutz, Chicago Section Histo-
rian

P.S. on usage: In 1956, it was common to 
refer to any person, teacher or student, 
as “he” or “him”. While that is no longer 
recommended, it was accepted at the 
time. Please consider this when reading.

It’s time again for the double-barreled 
contest that pays off, not only for the 
prizewinner but also for his teacher. This 
year’s Scholarship Examination, spon-
sored by the Education Committee of the 
Section, will be held on May 12 at the 
University of Chicago. 

Each high school chemistry teacher in 
the Section territory may register one or 
two of his students. The prizes are as 
follows: 1st, $700; 2nd, $400; 3rd, $300; 
4th, $200; 5th, $100. The prize money is 
applied towards tuition and fees for the 
winner’s first year in college. And in ad-
dition, the teacher of each prizewinner 
receives a cash award of $100.

(Ed. note: The Chicago Tribune reported 
on Jan 21, 1956, that the average resi-
dent/nonresident tuition at the Univer-
sity of Illinois was $130/350; resident/
nonresident fees at U. Wisconsin, U. 
Michigan, U. Indiana, and U. Iowa were 
$225/675, $180/430, $143/390, and 
$150/360, respectively. Thus, first-place 
Chicago Section Scholarship awardees 
were provided funds in excess of tuition 

at state universities in Illinois and sur-
rounding states.
Source: http://archives.chicagotri-
bune.com/1956/01/21/page/8/article/
university-tuition )

Frank Cassaretto is Chairman, and 
James B. Parsons is Co-chairman, of 
the subcommittee in charge of the ex-
amination. Funds for the awards have 
been raised by the Endowment Commit-
tee, whose chairman is Frank F. McKin-
ney. The Section itself will provide up to 
$1,000, if necessary (but it won’t be, this 
year). 

Considering the efforts and the money 
involved, it seems worthwhile to report 
the objections, reservations and misgiv-
ings that some Section members have 
had about the Scholarship Examination. 
They are as follows - the answers are the 
writer’s own: 

1.   The Scholarship Examination will only 
serve to increase the supply of rela-
tively inexpensive young chemists.  
Answer: Did you see the Examina-
tion questions? The winner last year 
scored only 668 out of a possible 
1000. Anyone who can get a prize-
winning grade in that kind of an exam 
will not become “just another” chem-
ist, and should not have to accept the 
first job offered him. 

2.   More scholarships are unnecessary 
because…

  
  a. anyone who is good enough 

can go to college on a scholarship;  
Answer: About half of the 
top 7% of high school gradu-
ates are not going to college. 

  b. there’s plenty of scholar-
ship money lying around, 
available for the asking.  
Answer: Lying around exactly 
where? Sure, the largest univer-
sities in the Section territory do 
award many scholarships to enter-
ing freshmen, but also have to turn 
down many more promising appli-
cants. Furthermore, many scholar-
ships are awarded on the basis of 
national origin, religion, parent’s 
military service, or other factors 
unrelated to the recipients’ interest 
in science. The smaller schools in 
the Section’s territory award very 
few merit scholarships. 

3.   The ACS has no busi-
ness awarding scholarships.  
Answer: ‘Tisn’t so. Locally, the Sec-
tion Bylaws state that the purpose 
of the Chicago Section is “the pro-

motion of all chemical interests.” 
Nationally, Alden Emery has point-
ed with pride to those local section 
educational programs that include 
awards to high school and college 
students: “The Society is indeed 
fortunate in having the support of 
such well-organized local groups.” 
(C&EN April 10. 1954, p. 1500.) 
Many other professional societies 
give awards to promising students 
without sullying their own profes-
sional standing. 

4.  The Section gets the benefit of 
the publicity; let the Section sup-
port the Scholarship Examination.  
Answer: Correct! 

5.  Industry benefits from any increase 
in the number of good chemists, 
whether the latter go into industry, 
academic research, or teaching; let 
industry support the Scholarship 
Examination. Answer: No argument 
here either. 

6.  The Section can’t spare the funds 
to support the Scholarship Ex-
amination. An additional expense 
of up to $1000 (depending on 
how much the Endowment Com-
mittee raises) demands general 
reconsideration of the Section’s 
long-term fiscal policies by the 
appropriate Section committees.  
Answer: This kind of expenditure 
is different from other Section ex-
penditures. Usually, as soon as 
the Section spends money it re-
ceives its money’s worth, either as 
goods or services, or as activities 
of immediate benefit to members, 
e.g. Section meetings, employ-
ment clearing house, public rela-
tions. Similarly, when the Section 
invests its funds, it receives cash 
income every year. But the Schol-
arship examination is a long-term 
investment in people. Immediate-
ly, it honors and encourages high 
school teachers by recognizing 
and encouraging their best stu-
dents. Potentially, it can make a 
firm liaison between high school 
teachers and the ACS; it can cre-
ate lasting good will for the ACS in 
an area where hitherto it is hardly 
known at all; and it can contribute 
to the improvement of the teach-
ing of chemistry in high schools.  
 

6.  the ACS and the Section’s concern 
about the present low quality of 
high school teaching is not just so 
much pious talk, the Section must 
be prepared to spend much more 
than a few hundred dollars per year 

(continued on page 7)
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on “education.” The Board of the 
Section knows this well, and the Fi-
nance Panel of the Section is now 
considering ways to put the financ-
ing of the Scholarship Examination 
on a permanent basis. 

7.  The prizes for 4th and 5th place 
($200 and $100. respectively) and 
the award to the teacher of each 
prize-winner ($100) are too small.  
Answer: Right! 

- H. S. Conway Chairman Education 
Committee 

Link to the source:
http://books.northwestern.edu/view-
er.html?id=inu:inu-mntb-0005391474-
bk

Thanks go to the Northwestern Univer-
sity library for hosting the archived edi-
tions of the Chemical Bulletin.

(continued on page 6)

DUTIES OF SECTION 
COUNCILORS EXPLAINED

  Recently, the Chicago Section ACS 
Board discussed how we keep council-
ors on national committees. The two ma-
jor structural components of the Society 
besides your national officers and Board 
of Directors are local sections and divi-
sions. ACS local sections and divisions 
not only elect their own officers, but also 
elect representatives to the ACS Coun-
cil, the deliberative body of the Society. 
This is your opportunity to have a voice 
in Society’s governance. The Council 
consists of the President, the President-
Elect, the Directors, the Past Presidents, 
the Executive Director, the Secretary, 
and Councilors representing Local Sec-
tions and Divisions. The Council con-
venes twice a year at the Society’s na-
tional meetings. Councilors provide the 
principal contact between local section 
members and governance leaders in 
setting policies for the ACS that directly 
or indirectly affect you. Councilors are 
elected to serve a three-year term. Alter-
nate Councilors represent the section on 
Council when a Councilor is unable to at-
tend a Council meeting. Councilors also 
serve on National committees that meet 
during the National meetings. Council-
ors are appointed to these committees 
by the President of the Society and are 
eligible to serve only three consecutive 
terms on the same committee. A coun-
cilor who accepts an appointment to a 
committee accepts an obligation to work 
year-round throughout that term. The 
Councilor is expected to attend meetings 
of the committee, and be willing to un-

dertake special assignments that require 
time between meetings. Committees of 
the Council are: 1) Standing Commit-
tees: Constitution and Bylaws, Divisional 
Activities, Local Section Activities, Meet-
ings and Expositions, Membership Af-
fairs, and Economic and Professional Af-
fairs; 2) Society Committees: Budget and 
Finance, and Education; 3) Joint Board 
Council Committees: Chemical Abstracts 
Service, Chemistry and Public Affairs, 
Chemists with Disabilities, Community 
Activities, Environmental Improvement, 
International Activities, Patents and 
Related matters, Professional Training, 
Public Relations and Communications, 
Publications, Science, Minority Affairs, 
Chemical Safety, Women Chemists, and 
Younger Chemists; 4) Other Committees 
of the Council: Analytical Reagents, Eth-
ics, Nomenclature, Project SEED, and 
Technician Affairs; and 5) Elected Com-
mittees: Council Policy, Nominations and 
Elections, and Committee on Commit-
tees. Alternate councilors can serve on 
non-Council committees such as either 
joint Board committees or other commit-
tees of the Council. Alternate councilors 
serve a three year term too.
  The dilemma arrives every year when 
we hold our elections for the Chicago 
Section. Many times we lose councilors 
on key standing and elected national 
committees because those councilors 
are not reelected. They may be reelected 
again at a later time but they don’t as-
sume their position on their previous na-
tional committee again. Councilors and 
other members put in a request each 
year for a committee position. Those al-
ready on a national committee are given 
priority unless they have served their 
term limit on that committee. Not every 
councilor that requests a committee is 
put on a committee. Sometimes it takes 
a couple of years. Councilors and oth-
ers start a rotation as an associate on a 
committee with the inability to vote. Most 
times they stay as an associate for two 
years before they become a full member 
and can vote on that committee. Here is 
the problem for any Section that holds 
elections. Councilors serve only three 
year terms before it is reelection time. 
Local Sections lose positions on commit-
tees when the councilor is not reelected. 
It will now take another two years before 
they may be placed on a committee as 
an associate if they are elected a year 
down the road. This yo-yo effect does 
not help a Section maintain a presence 
on national standing and elected com-
mittees.
  Not every councilor is on a commit-
tee. Some chose not to take on the ex-
tra work. This article is to help you with 
your decisions in electing councilors and 
alternate councilors in the upcoming 

Chicago Section election. The Chicago 
Section is currently represented by 10 
councilors elected by you. Your Chicago 
Section Councilors and their current 
committee appointments are: Charles E. 
Cannon (Local Section Activities, mem-
ber), David S. Crumrine (Constitution 
and Bylaws, member), Ken Fivizzani 
(Community Activities, member), Rus-
sell W. Johnson (Chemistry and Public 
Affairs, member), Mike Koehler (Chemi-
cal Safety, associate), Margy Levenberg 
(Meetings and Expositions, associate), 
Milt Levenberg (Senior Chemist, associ-
ate), Inessa Miller, Barbara E. Moriarty 
(Ethics, associate), and Susan Shih (Ed-
ucation, member; Great Lakes Regional 
Meeting Secretary). Alternate Council-
ors for the Chicago Section are: Amber 
Arzadon, Mary Jo Boldingh, Omar Far-
ha, Thomas Higgins, Josh Kurutz, Katie 
Leach , Ilana Lemberger, Avrom Litin 
(Analytical Reagents, member; Commu-
nity Activities, member), Carmen Mar-
quez and Margaret Schott. Other Sec-
tion members involved on National ACS 
committees are: Inrene Cesa (Chemical 
Safety, associate), Mark Cesa (Science, 
member), Lin Chen (Publications, asso-
ciate), Herb Golinkin (Senior Chemists), 
Lawrence Harding (Petroleum Research 
Fund, member), Fran Kravitz (Ethics, 
associate), Lauren Jackson (AGFD Di-
visional Representative on Science), 
Gail Karet (Nomenclature, Terminology 
and Symbols, member), Zafra Lerman 
(Chemistry and Public Affairs, member), 
Michael Morello (Meetings and Exposi-
tions, member), Xavier Pillai (Patents 
and Related Matters, member), Andrea 
Twiss-Brooks (Council Policy, member), 
and Don Wink (Education, member). We 
have section members who are involved 
in other activities related to the National 
Meetings. For example, Fran Kravitz, 
Charles Cannon, and Herb Golinkin 
are career consultants who do resume 
reviews and mock interviews during Na-
tional meetings. Fran Kravitz, Charles 
Cannon and Katie Leach are also career 
workshop instructors. Your Councilors 
and Alternate Councilors ask for your 
help in providing your opinions about the 
Society and issues relating to the Soci-
ety. This will help Councilors better rep-
resent you during Council. Remember to 
cast your vote.

FRAN KRAVITZ

The mission of the Chicago 
Section of the ACS is to encourage 
the advancement of chemical 
sciences and their practitioners.
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September 15: Chicago Section Din-
ner Meeting with Dr. Sameer Patward-
han at Roosevelt University - Scha-
umburg.  A workshop on building solar 
panels with household ingredients will 
be held before the talk for Educa-
tion Night. For more information, visit 
http://chicagoacs.org/meetinginfo.
php?id=121&ts=1502153748  

September 23: Fermilab’s 50th Anniver-
sary Open House from 10 am till 4 pm.  
http://50.fnal.gov/openhouse/ 

September 23, October 14 and Octo-
ber 28:  Volunteers needed for the Chi-
cago Section ACS Boy Scout of Amer-
ica’s Chemistry merit Badge program, 
noon to 1 p.m. on either Saturday, Sep-
tember 23 at North Central College in 
Naperville; Saturday, October 14 at Oak-
ton Community College in Des Plaines; 
and Saturday, October 28 at College of 
Lake County in Vernon Hills; to discuss 
their chemistry career.  Contact Fran 
Kravitz at fk1456@sbcglobal.net if you 
are available to help.  See article in this 
issue.
  
October 10-13:  Laboratory Manage-
ment Conference sponsored by The 
Association of Laboratory Managers 
(ALMA), San Diego, CA.  See details at 
http://labmanagers.org/2017-annual-
conference/.  

October 13-14: MACTLAC Annual 
Meeting at Monmouth College. This 
years’ theme is Expanding the Curricu-
lum. For more information see details 
http://esr.monmsci.net/wiki/index.
php/MACTLAC_2017
 
October 27:  Basolo medal lecture with 
Dr. Anthony Cheetham at Northwestern 
University.  

October 27-28:  Illinois Science Teach-
ers Association Conference, Northern 
Illinois University.  For more information, 
visit http://ista.wildapricot.org/confer-
ence.  

November 17:  Chicago Section Din-
ner Meeting with Dr. May Berenbaum, 
Professor of Entomology, University of 
Illinois – Urbana Champaign.  

December 15:  Chicago Section Dinner 
Meeting; Dr. Maria Bakalis’ Discovering 
Marie Curie at North Central College.  
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