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CHICAGO SECTION AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY 

Joint Meeting with the Younger Chemists Committee 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2005 

Rosewood Restaurant and Banquets 
9421 W. Higgins Road 
Rosemont, IL 
847-696-9494 

DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING 
Note: Rosewood Restaurant is located 
just west of River Road on Higgins 
Road, Southwest corner. 
From Chicago: Take Kennedy (l-90) to 
O'Hare exit. Exit River Road. Turn left 
on River Road to Higgins . Turn left on 
Higgins to Rosewood Restaurant. 
From the North: Take 294 South to 
O'Hare exit (pay toll). Exit Mannheim 
Road North, turn right on Higgins . Go 
one mile to the restaurant on the right. 
From the South: Take 294 North to 
O'Hare exit (pay toll). Go to River Road. 
Turn left on River Road and go to sec
ond light (Higgins Road). Go left on Hig
gins to the restaurant. 

PARKING: Free 

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH 
SYMPOSIUM: 5:00 - 6:00 P.M. 

JOB CLUB: 

SOCIAL HOUR: 
Cash Bar 

DINNER: 

5:00 - 6:00 P.M. 

6:00- 7:00 P.M. 

7:00 P.M. 

Menu: Salad ; Broiled Salmon , Chicken 
Francaise, or Vegetarian Pasta Primav
era; Anna Potatoes; fresh vegetable 
medley; rolls and butter; Apple Cinna
mon ice cream; and beverage. 

Dinner reservations are required and 
should be received in the Section Office 
via phone (847-647-8405), 
fax (847-647-8364), email 
(chicagoacs@ameritech.net) , or online 
(http://chicagoacs.org) by noon on Tues
day, February 22. The dinner cost is $30 
to Section members who have paid their 
local section dues, members' families, 

and visiting ACS members. The cost to 
non-Section members is $32. The cost 
to students and unemployed members is 
$15. Seating will be available for those 
who wish to attend the meeting without 
dinner. PLEASE HONOR YOUR 
RESERVATIONS. The Section must pay 
for all dinner orders. No-shows will be 
billed. 

GENERAL MEETING 8:00 P.M. 

This is a joint meeting with the Younger 
Chemists Committee. The top ic of this 
meeting, genomes, is a relative ly new 
area for chemists. This area is almost 
certa in to have far-ranging impact on 
many areas of medicine ... and chemistry . 
It also highlights the role of chemistry 
and the emerging nature of multidisci
plinary research. 

JJ Emerson, Ph.D. candidate, Depart
ment of Ecology & Evolution, Univer
sity of Chicago 

Topic: " Gene Traffic in Vertebrate 
Genomes: Examples from Chicken 
and Mammals" 

Abstract: Genomes, the full collection of 
sequences coding the genetic information 
for an organism, are very dynamic. Many 
genes change quite drastically over time 

and these changes determine how organ
isms differ in the way they do. The devel
opment of features unique to an organism 
are contingent upon genetic changes 
between those organisms. Here we inves
tigate the influence of new gene origination 
on the development of sex chromosomes 
over time. While in mammals the X chro
mosome has been shaped strongly by 
gene duplication, the chicken genome 
shows a different pattern that seems 
shaped more by constraints on the ability 
to form and maintain novel genes. 

Biography: J.J . Emerson is an 
advanced Ph.D. student in the Depart
ment of Ecology & Evolution at the Uni
versity of Chicago. He received his BA 
from Rice University in 2000 with majors 
in both Biochemistry and in Ecology & 
Evolution. He is currently finishing his 
thesis on the influence of gene duplica
tions on the evolution of genomes , and 
will graduate in Fall 2005. J.J. is currently 
funded by an NSF Graduate Research 
Fellowship and an NSF Doctoral Disser
tation Improvement Grant. 

NOTICE TO ILLINOIS 
TEACHERS 

The Chicago Section-ACS is an 
ISBE provider for professional devel
opment units for Illinois teachers. 
Teachers who register for this mon
th's meeting will have the opportunity 
to earn up to 4 CPDU's. 

FREE T-SHIRTS 
The Hospitality Committee raffles 

one T-shirt at each monthly dinner 
meeting. The shirt has Chicago 
spelled out using the periodic table. 
So come to a monthly meeting and 
maybe you' ll win one! Congratula
tions to T-shirt winner Karen 
Boice (December meeting) 
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JOB CLUB 
The next meeting of the Chicago 

Section ACS Job Club will be held 
on Friday, February 25 at the 
Rosewood Restaurant at 5:00 p.m. 
The meeting will include a review 
and discussion of some of the fun
damental tools that a chemist can 
use to conduct a Job Search. 
The Job Club provides a continuing 
opportunity for unemployed mem
bers of the Section to meet with one 
another , share their experiences 
and develop a network that may 
help in identifying employment 
opportun it ies. Bring plenty of 
resumes and business cards to dis
tribute to your colleagues. Be pre
pared to talk about what kind of job 
you are looking for. 

Several participants have received 
outsource help with resume prepa
rat ion and marketing strategies to 
present their best at t ributes to 
prospective employers. The group 
actually cr itiqued some individual 
resumes and made suggestions for 
improvements in a positive way! 
The Job Club is also for employers 

seeking chemists. Employers need 
to be prepared to describe the posi
tions to be filled and requirements 
for these positions. 

Should you wish to attend the 
Section meeting following the 
Job C lu b, the cost for unem
ployed members is $15 and you 
can continue your networking 
activities . Please call the Section 
office for reservations and indicate 
that you are eligible for a discount. 

Also, the Chicago Section's website 
has a link to the Job Club's yahoo 
job forum group. So when you can't 
get to the Job Club, you can still find 
out about job openings and other 
information. 

AIChE SYMPOSIUM 
The Chicago Section of the American 

Institute of Chemical Engineers will have 
a symposium "Chemical Engineering: At 
the Cross Roads of Technology" April 
19-20 at the Illinois Institute of Technolo
gy, Herman Union Building, Campus & 
Conference Center Ball Room, Chicago. 
The symposium is cosponsored by IIT's 
Department of Chemical and Environ
mental Engineering. Features include 
sess ions on sustainable engineering , 
including fuel cells; a nanotechnology 
short course; biomedical and biochemi
cal biotechnology; and AIChE Chicago 
Section's Annual Student Poster Com
petition and Awards. More information is 
at www.aiche-chicago.org. 

ANNUAL HOLIDAY MEETING 
This year's annual holiday party was 

held at Holiday Inn Willowbrook on Fri
day, December 10, 2004. There were 
about 130 people in attendance. The 
event was held jointly with the Chicago 
Chemists Club and Iota Sigma Pi. The 
speaker that evening was Dr. She lia 
Bailey, Senior Physicist , NASA Glenn 
Research Center. Our speaker added a 
bit of excitement at this meeting by hav
ing an allergic reaction to food and 
spent the meeting in the hospital. We 
wished her a speedy recovery. Instead 
Milt Levenberg saved the day by show
ing her slides for the talk. The evening 
also included changing of the gavel 
from our outgoing chair Levenberg to 
our incoming Chair Russ Johnson. 
This year the raffle items included din

ners from Monastero's Ristorante, The 
Parthenon, Zhivago Restaurant, and 
the Holiday Inn Willowbrook; gift certifi
cates to Barnes & Nobles from Iota 
Sigma Pi; wine from the Ch icago 
Chemists Club; a membership from the 
Chicago Chemists Club; monetary gift 
from Northup RTS; lip balm from Blis
tex , Inc.; pens from Northstar Credit 
Union; gifts from Stepan Company; 
pens and light up balls from BP Ameri
ca; pens from Argonne National Labo
ratory ; gifts donated by Herb & Adri
enne Golinkin and Cherlyn Bradley; and 
t-shirts, poinsettias and additional raffle 
gifts from the Hospitality Committee. 

The tradition of collecting food for 
charity continued this year at the annual 
holiday party. Each member was asked 
to bring in a nonperishable item of food 
to this dinner meeting. About 450 
pounds of food were collected , along 
with a forty-dollar moneta ry donation, 
and donated to the Loaves and Fishes 
Community Pantry for distribution. This 
was a decrease from last year figure. 
The Hospitality Committee would like to 
thank those Section members who par
ticipated in this year's food drive and 
made it such an outstanding success. 
We would also like to thank our helpers 
for the night, which included Dr. Shelia 
Bailey, Adrienne and Herb Go linkin , 
Susan Shih, Richard Cornell , Cherlyn 
Bradley, Marsha Phillips, Danise Burke, 
Steven Edelman and Gail Wilkening. 

FRAN KRAVITZ 
2004 HOSPITALITY COMM ITTEE 
CHAIR 

REGISTER ONLINE for 
Chicago Section 

monthly meetings 
www.ChicagoACS.org 
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'CHEM SHORTS'' . 
The Elementary Education Committee 

of the Chicago Section ACS prese nts 
this column. They hope that it will reach 
young children and help increase sci
ence literacy. Please cut it out and pass 
it on to your children , grandchildre n, or 
elementary school teachers . It is hoped 
that teache rs will try to incorpo rate 
some of the projects in this column into 
their lesson plans. 

Glitter Slime 

Kids , want to do an experiment than 
can be considered as more on the icky 
side? While "Glitter Slime" doesn't sound 
so bad, we are going to use it as a model 
for trapping allergens. One way that our 
noses keep allergens like pollen, spores 
and dust from our lungs is to use a 
sticky , slimy material called mucus . 
Breathe air containing these particles 
through your nose and it gets stuck in the 
mucus, becoming safely trapped . This 
helps us from getting sick. The glitter in 
the slime will imitate this trapping . We 
have discussed making slime by various 
methods in this column before (5/94 , 
12/94), but we'll repeat one of them here 
with some important modifications. 

Pour 2 tsp water and 1 tsp clear gel 
glue into a small ziplock bag. Seal the 
bag and squeeze the bag with your fin
gers unt il the contents are thoro ugh ly 
mixed. Now make a borax solution as fol
lows. Pour 1/4 cup of water into a plastic 
cup. Add 1/2 tsp borax to the water and 
stir with a plastic spoon until dissolved. 
Add two drops of food coloring and stir 
that in. Add 1 tsp of the borax solution to 
the glue in the ziplock bag. Seal and mix 
again. Now you can open the bag and 
remove the slime. How does it feel? Put 
the slime back in the bag and add 1 /4 tsp 
glitter. Sea\ and mix. Open the bag and 
observe the contents. Does the glitter 
stick to the slime? You can use glitter gel 
glue if desired , although the concept of 
the glitter sticking to the slime like dust in 
mucus is somewhat lost. You can also 
use 1 tablespoon small Styrofoam craft 
beads in clear gel _glue instead of glitter. 
The beads versus the glitter not only feel 
different, but they can also represent the 
different sizes of spores versus dust, for 
example. 

So what is the chemistry here? The 
glue-water mixture has very long chains 
of molecules linked together cal led 
polymers. In this case they are called 
polyvinyl acetate. When borax is added , 
the chains link together and a sl imy 
glob forms. Glitter is not easily removed 
from the sticky substance. The sl ime 

represents mucus that is in our bodies. 
Natura l mucus contains sugars and 
pro teins , wh ich are also long-chain 
molecules. Mucus is not only in ou r 
noses ; it also coats the insides of our 
stomachs. Without a protective coating 
of mucus there , the powerful acids used 
to digest our food would also digest the 
stomach! 

As for cleanup , pour borax down the 
drain and throw everything else away in 
th e t rash , includ ing the slime. Your 
slime can be stored in an airtight con
tainer for a few days to prevent it from 
hardening. (And , in case you need to 
know, hardened slime can be washed 
out of clothing with warm soapy water) . 

PROVIDED BY K. A. CARRADO, 
ARGONNE NATIONAL LABORATORY 
Reference: ACS National Chemistry 
Week 2004 "Celebrating Health & 
Wellness" , Celebrating Chemistry 
NCW 2004 newspaper , page 8. 

All past "ChemShorts ": http://member 
ship.acs.org /C/Chicago/ChmShort/ki 
dindex.html 

:) CHNOSP Halogens 
:) Meta ls by AA I ICP 
:) Ion Chromatography 
:) Trace Analysis 
:) Coal/ Petroleum 

-===Fast, Reliable ServicB=... 

No Charge for Phone/Fax Results 

?.0. Box 41B3B 245 S. Plumer, #24 
Tucson. AZ 85717 Tucson, AZ 85719 
Fax 520-623-9211' Phone 520-623-331'1 

Web: desertanalytics.com 
E-mail: t helab@desertanalytics.com 

WeAccept: lv1SAI 11111111 
ANALYSIS FOR THE CHEMICAL ELEMENTS 

POP TOP RINGS 
COLLECTION 

Instead of throwing away those pop 
top rings from your pop cans , please 
bring them to the dinner meet ing so 
we can donate them to a program at 
Ronald McDonald House. 
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February , 2005 Vol. 92, No. 2. Pub
lished by the Chicago Section of 
The American Chemical Society , 
Editorial Staff: Cherlyn Bradley , Edi
tor ; Fran Kravitz , Copy Ed ito r; 
Avrom Litin, Publications Business 
Manager. Address: 7 173 No rth 
Aust in, N i les, Illinois 60714 ; 
84 7 /64 7-8405 . Subscript ion rates : 
$15 per year , $15 outs ide North 
America. Frequency : month ly
September through June. 

CONTACT THE CHAIR 
Do you have any questions , sugges 

tions , recommendations , ideas, gripes , 
complaints , or pet peeves relating to 
the Chicago Section? Do you want to 
volunteer , help out, or lend a hand with 
Section programs or activities? Then 
contact your Chair . Simply log onto the 
Sect ion 's Web Page at 
http://chicagoacs.org , find the green 
button "Contact the Chair" , and send 
me an e-mail. If I can answer your 
query I will respond personally. If I can't 
I wi ll fo rward your e-mail to someone 
who can , or try to provide you with a 
contact -- all in a timely manner. The 
Section belongs to you and the othe r 
5, 100 ACS members who reside in the 
Chicago area (northeast Illinois and 
northwest Indiana). Only you can make 
it work for you by being involved . But 
you can also make it fail by not being 
involved. I look forward to hearing from 
you . 

RUSS JOHNSON 
Chicago Section Chair 

COLLOQUIUM 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
· On March 23 , 2005 , the Robert H. 
Lurie Comprehensive Cancer Center 
and Chemistry of Life Processes Insti
tute at Northwestern University will co
sponsor the 2005 Basic Science Collo
quium . Each year , a different unit of the 
Cancer Center hosts this event. This 
year , the Cancer Genes and Molecular 
Regulat ion group is organizing the col
loquium entitled , "Cancer at the Chemi
cal Level: Strategies , Therapies and 
New Horizons." Speakers for this event 
include Stuart Schreiber (Harvard), 
Ron Breslow (Columbia) , Robert Gill ies 
(Arizona) , Benjamin Gravatt (Scripps) , 
Vincent Giranda (Abbott Laborator ies) 
and Wil liam Fenical (UCSD) . Ques 
tions about this event can be directed 
to Sheryl Corey at s-corey@north
western.edu or Kim Mccumber at tvo
sec@chem.northwestern.edu . 
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L'E'T'T'E'RS 'TO 'TJ-f'E 
'E1JI'TO'R 
Voting Apathy 

We received several responses to Fran 
Kravitz article ("Apathy in the Chicago 
Section" , December 2004 , p. 5). Here 
are two of them . More letters will be 
given in the next issue. 

Dear Fran: 

Your column APATHY IN THE CHICA
GO SECT ION d idn't fall on deaf ea rs 
rather it fell on old ears, mine. I have 
been a member of the Chemica l Society 
for over 50 years and confess that other 
than attend a few dinner meetings my 
interface with Society's bus iness has 
been a passive one . However in these 
50 plus years my voting record is close 
~o 100 p~rcent and I find it hard to imag
ine a voting system much easier to use 
than that employed by the Section. Per
haps the current crop of members only 
considers what is in it for them . There is 
no way that they are going to find out 
t~an by becoming active and by helping 
direct the Section's activities and nomi
nating its officers. Perhaps the dinne r 
programs could be shaken up in such as 
a man~er to produce feed-back perhaps 
by having less technically oriented pro
grams and more programs based on 
motivational speakers. 

Well , consider yourself lucky, you have 
heard from at least one member. 

You rs Truly, 
EDWIN I. SHUTTLEWORTH 

Good morning Ms. Kravitz -

I read your article in "The Chemical Bul
letin" about apathy and the decline in 
election participation, and I did not want 
you to be disappoin ted because you did
n't get at least one reply. 

I think the reason there has been a 
decline in the number of people voting is 
two-fold. First, I think there is a general 
society-wide decline in partic ipation i~ 
volunteer organizations. Whether this is 
due to people spending more time with 
their job (cell-phones and e-mail have 
made work hours much longer) , having 
mo re options for their spare time, or 
some other combination of factors is 
r~ally unknown to me, but I think you will 
find that other groups are experiencing 
the same decline in participation. The 
second reason is related to another point 
you make - the decline in attendance at 
dinners and other functions. I was a very, 

very limited participant in ACS events, 
but at the few I used to attend I would 
meet (or hear from or about) different 
people and get a feeling for them. When 
an election came up, I wo uld at least 
have a passing fami liarity with some of 
the people running, and I felt I could cast 
my vote in good conscience. Now, quite 
frankly, I know none of the people and I 
don_'t really feel comfortable cast ing an 
arbitrary vote. As companies become 
more demanding of our time and less 
willing to let us participate in professional 
society events, this trend will only contin
ue to get worse. 

This little missive probab ly will not help 
you resolve the issue, but perhaps it can 
explain at least some of the problem. 

JEFFREY JULIS 

Response : 

I appreciate tha t you took the time to 
respond to my article. It gives me faith that 
someone does read the Chemical Bulletin 
and cares. Your lette rs give the Board 
?t~er viewpoints on this growing problem. It 
Is important to look at something with fresh 
eyes. We value the opinion of all of our 
members especially when they help us 
look at a problem in a new way. 

FRAN KRAVITZ 

Hands-On 
HPLC, GC & 
Chemstation 

Courses 
Permanent Chicago Facility 

❖ 

Preferred Training Partner of 
ACS and Agilent 

❖ 

Highest Rated Instructors 
Dr. Lee Polite 

Dr. Harold McNair 
❖ 

Visit Our Website for 
Monthly Course Schedules 

~G~tical Laboratories, Inc. 
Training lnst.itute, Inc. 

www.ChromatographyTraining.com 
(312) 243-2153 

Micron Analytical Services 

COMPLETE MATERIALS CHARACTERIZATION 

MORPHOLOGY CHEMISTRY STRUCTURE 

SEM/EDXA, TEM/SAED, EPA/WDXA, XRD, 
XRF, ESCA, AUGER, FfIR, DSC/fGA 

3815 Lancaster Pike Wilmington DE. 19805 
Voice 302-998-1184, Fax 302-998-1836 

E-Mail micronanalytical@ compuserve.com 
Web Page: www.micronanalytical.com 

DUPAGE AREA ENGINEERS 
WEEK 2005: ALTERNATIVE 
ENERGIES AND SPACE TRAVEL 

Events for the 21st Annual DuPage 
Area Eng inee rs Week wi l l be he ld 
Thursday, February 24 and Saturday, 
February 26, 2005 at Illinois Institute of 
Technology's Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice 
Campus at 201 East Loop Road in 
Wheaton . This year the dual themes are 
"Alternative Energies" and "Space Trav
el" - two topics that should be interest
ing to children of all ages. 
The Thursday evening Speaker's Forum 

on February 24 is a panel discussion titled 
"Alternate Energies: Where they are and 
where they are going. Can we afford them? 
C~n we afford to ignore them?" The panel 
will be moderated by Mike Basila from BP. 
The presentation is from 7:00-9:00 PM and 

is free and open to the public. Both BP and 
IIT will be represented on the panel. 

The Saturday event, February 26 , is 
also free and is open to the public from 
11 :00 AM to 3:30 PM. It featu res interac
tive displays and presentations that are 
fun and educational and are designed to 
enhance children's interest in math, sci
ence and engineering. This year we will 
have displays on the DuPage Children's 
Museum, ZOOM, the Civil Air Patro l 
~ew f_orms ?f energy , cryogenics, polar~ 
1zed light, high-rise safety and hands-on 
SciTech activities. 

T his free event is great fun for the 
entire family. Please join us for one or 
more of these activities . And check out 
our Web site from time to time to see 
what's new: www.rice.iit.edu/ 
engineersweek/. If you wish further 
information, contact Barbara Kozi at 
630-682-6040 or kozi@iit.edu. 



VOLUNTEERISM 
It's time for me to get on my soapbox 

again. I decided to bring up another trou
bling subject since my last article must 
have had an effect on some members. 
Not all members are apathetic since I 
received several responses which will be 
printed in the Chemical Bulletin. Your 
letters have created an idea to put 
together a focus group of members who 
don't sit on the Board to address issues 
affecting our section . Since you proved 
me wrong I am hoping that this article's 
subject will provided some responses 
back to me again so we can create an 
open dialogue. Therefore meet my chal
lenge and send in a letter to the Bulletin 
or directly to me, Fran Kravitz through 
the section office. I look forward to hear
ing from several members this time. 
Today's subject is volunteerism. Another 

one of my pet peeves is the section's lack 
of new volunteers. Volunteerism is 
defined as the theory or practice of being 
a volunteer or of using volunteers , as, 
without pay, in social agencies, charitable 
organizations, etc. Okay, now we all 
understand the definition according to 
Webster Dictionary. Let's discuss the rea
sons many of us avoid this area of our 
professional life. Our section is not lack
ing volunteers, but we see the same 
faces year after year. Does this mean 
that these individuals are more dedicated 
than others who we never see? I am not 
sure that is the answer. 
Your letters from the last article indicat

ed that some of the reasons are busier 
lives than in the past, employers not giv
ing you time, fear of getting involved and 
not getting the opportunity. You indicat
ed that it is hard to vote for people you 
never have heard of or seen. That is a 
growing problem. 

In the past our section obtained candi
dates for committee chairs and officers 
from volunteers. Today, this would mean 
that you would only see the same names 
and no new blood for the Board. Instead 
our nomination committee must use indi
viduals who have rarely been active in 
current years. Without new volunteers we 
face this problem which then creates apa
thy in voting. How do we get members 
involved in Section activities? 
Our section has a number of opportuni

ties which are long termed or just a single 
event. Why don't we see you? I have 
learned the best way to help my profes
sional career is by networking which is 
most easy done by volunteering at an 
event. I explained in my last article that 
for me it was the Teller's committee. 
There are many other committees that 
need help and are looking for individuals 
with new ideas. This Section can only be 
as strong and win awards as the volun
teers who come out to help. 

Okay here is your chance, a volunteer 
sheet for the Section describing all the 
opportunities is found on page 7 or on 
our website. Fill it out and I will personal
ly make sure you are sent an invitation to 
that committee. Also if you are not inter
ested then write me and tell me the rea
sons our Section doesn't see the number 
of volunteers it saw in the past. I am 
counting on you to meet my challenge. 

FRAN KRAVITZ 

Toxicology Consulting 

Medical Devices 
Pharmaceuticals 

Biologicals 
Risk Assessments 

Product Development 
FDA Registration 
Quality Assurance 

Regulatory Compliance 

Northup RTS 
Sharon J. Northup, PhD, DABT 

783 Ridge Road 
Highland Park, IL 60035 

Ph: 847-579-0049 Fax: 847-579-0052 

Northuprts@aol.com 
www.toxco nsultants.com 

HIGH SCHOOL CAREER 
CONFERENCE 
The Chemical Industry Council of Illi

nois & the Illinois Chemical Education 
Foundati on will have the 31st Annual 
Chemistry Career Conference for high 
school and junior high school students 
at the Museum of Science and Industry 
March 10-11 . The Career Conference is 
designed to give students a new per
spective on everyday life through chem
ical demonstrations, skits , and inter
views with industry representatives from 
a wide range of careers and 
backgrounds. Please help us foste r an 
interest in chemistry among your stu
dents that will lead them to become 
tomorrow's scientists. 

To register, visit the website 
www.cicil.net/newsdetail.asp?Sub
Auto1D=66 or contact Brian Fischer, 
CICI Program Director, 847-544-5995. 

2-DA Y COURSE 
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ALMA E-NEWS 
Laboratory Safety Audits 

Almost every laboratory performs a 
monthly safety inspection but these 
tend to be relatively brief and identify 
only obvious visible hazards. More in
depth safety audits may reveal hidden 
dangers that are not typically identified 
in a brief walk-through. 

For example, a recent two-day safety 
audit of a laboratory found that some 
electrical receptacles were inadequate
ly grounded and the ground fault inter
rupter circuit did not function properly 
on others. The audit also found that the 
spaces in the mesh guarding on some 
rotating equipment were too large so 
that fingers could be inserted into the 
mechanism. Thorough inspection of 
fume hoods found accumulated lint and 
other material in the ductwork that 
posed a potential fire hazard. Overall, 
the audit identified over 20 items need
ing attention. 
A typical audit team draws members 

from safety, operations, engineering, or 
other departments to provide expertise 
in areas such as regulatory require
ments, electrica l circuits, ergonomics, 
mechanical integrity, chemical hygiene, 
and other technical specialties. In addi
tion to the special skills, these outsiders 
bring a fresh perspective that finds 
problems long overlooked by the 
monthly inspections. These audits are 
valuable and are worth the investment 
every few years. 

Past ALMA (Analytical Laboratory 
Managers Association) e-News editions 
are availab le at the website 
http://www.labmanagers.org/. 

If you have any comments, cost sav
ing suggestions, opinions , etc. let me 
hear from you. 

WAYNE COLLINS 
wayne.collins@bpsolvaype.com 

GEORGE WASHINGTON 
CARVER 
The agricultural research of George 

Washington Carver was designated a 
National Historic Chemical Landmark 
on Jan. 27, 2005, in a ceremony at 
Tuskegee University in Tuskegee , 
Alabama. Born a slave in Missouri near 
the end of the Civil War, Carver gained 
fame at Tuskegee Institute for develop
ing new products from peanuts, sweet 
potatoes, and other crops and for his 
experiments in crop rotation and the 
restoration of soil fertility. For more on 
the Landmarks program, go to 
http://center.acs.org/land marks/. 

acuum n e raps en,8 

■ MV Products offer you a full line of Oil Mist Eliminators, Vacuum 
Inlet Traps, Oil Filtration Systems and other quality vacuum 
products designed to assure your vacuum pumps a long life and 
you a clean and healthy environment. 

■ MV Oil Mist Eliminators remove oily haze from vacuum pump 
exhaust, protect the surrounding areas and the room air you breath. 

■ MV Vacuum Inlet Traps protect your vacuum pump from corrosive 
and abrasive elements and can be tailored to you specific 
application requirements. 

■ Oil Filtration Systems remove acids, corrosives and contaminants 
from pump fluids thus reducing maintenance cost and prolong 
pump life. 

Other Quality Vacuum Products 

Q_ 

l&1 
Vacuum Degassing Central Source Filters 
Chambers Vacuum System 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THESE AND OTHER FINE VACUUM 
PRODUCTS CONTACT . 

PRODUCTS A DIVISION OF MASS-VAC, INC. 

247 RANGEWAY ROAD, P.O. BOX 359 NO. BILLERICA, MA 01862-0359 
TEL (978) 667-2393 FAX (978) 671-0014 E-mail sales@massvac.com 

Advertising Index 
Company Page 

Jordi Associates 2 
Desert Analytics 3 
Micron Inc. 4 
Axion Analytical Labs, Inc. 4 
Northup RTS 5 
PTC Organics, Inc. 5 
Mass-Vac, Inc. 6 

Telephone 

508-966-1301 
520-623-3381 · 
302-998-1184 
312-243-2153 
84 7-579-0049 
856-222-1146 
978-667-2393 

URL 

www.jordiassoc.com 
www.desertanalytics.com 

www.micronanalytical.com 
www.ChromatographyTraining.com 

www.toxconsultants.com 
www.phasetransfer.com 

www.massvac.com 
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2005 CHICAGO SECTION ACS VOLUNTEER FORM 
I am interested in work ing on the follow ing Comm ittees . Indicate preference , if any , by a 1, 2, etc. Mail to Chicago Section Office , 
7173 N. Austin , Niles , Illinois 60714 or fax to (847) 647-8364 . 

Name: ________________ Phone: __________ _ 

E-mail address : _________________________ _ 

Address : _________________________________ _ _ 
Number & Street Apt/Dept City State Zip 

□ Awards - Determine local section nominees for various ACS and local awards ; assemble information and make 
formal nomination. 

□ Bulletin Advertising - Assis t Publications Business Manager in contacting possible advertisers ; follow through 
on advertising leads ; suggest ad solicitation programs. 

□ Chemical Bulletin Editorial Staff - Solicit possible articles; write articles, etc. 
□ Chemistry Day - An annual 1-day or weeklong event depending on year. Serve on committee making plans for 

the event, as a judge for the educational portion , guide, hospitality table , demonstrator , helper, etc. 
□ Chicago School Board Liaison - Interface with the Chicago School Board to improve chemica l education ; 

assist with special teacher programs. 
□ Education, Elementary - Ass ist in promoting science education at the pre-high school level. 
□ Education, High School - Prepare and administer annual scholarship examination ; arrange teachers confer

ence and other programs connected with teaching high school chemistry . 
□ Education, College - Run annual undergraduate student symposium ; maintain liaison with ACS Student Affili 

ates. 
□ Education, Continuing - Determine and present programs that keep the practicing chemist informed of recent 

developments in the various fields of chemistry. 
D Election Tellers - Count elect ion ballots on day of the Section meeting in October. 
□ Employment - Recommend how section can provide employment assistance; initiate new programs ; advise 

applicants with job difficulties. 
□ Endowment - Solicit funds for annual scholarship awards; work on drive to establish permanent scholarship 

fund through individual member contributions. 
□ Environment & Laboratory Safety - Study, correlate and publicize matters relating to chemical safety. 
□ Gibbs Arrangements - Help the Gibbs Arrangements Chair to secure the award dinner meeting location, plan 

the menu, order flowers , wine , appet izers, and music, arrange transportat ion and hotels for the speakers and VIP 
guests , arrange for publicity and registration. 

□ Hospitality - Assist at Section meetings by greeting new members ; initiate programs to improve hospitality ; 
handle special parties. 

□ House - Secure month ly dinner meeting locations , run the registration table at monthly dinner meetings , 
secure/run projection equipme nt at Section meetings ; assist in maintain ing equipment inventory, etc. 

□ Membership - Devise programs for getting new members ; advise applicants for membership and investigate 
qualifications ; make recommendations to ACS Admissions Committee. 

□ Middle School/Jr. High - Assist Grades 6-9 by providing teach ing aids and science related materials . 
□ Minority Affairs - Give support and commitment to the development of an action agenda to stimulate and strength

en the participation of all minorities at all levels in chemistry. Devote attention to mentoring, encouragement, and the 
intellectual and professional enhancement of students, teachers and practicing chemists of all ages and interest levels. 

□ Nominating Committee - Help solicit nominat ions for slate of Section elect ion; assist in preparing slate of can
didates. 

□ Professional Relations - Investigate member complaints on unethical practices , monitor layoffs, and suggest 
new programs to improve status of chemists . 

□ Project SEED - Become a mentor and/or help find mentors to high school students desiring to do summer 
research. 

□ Program - Establish overall program policy; contact speakers; hospital ity to speakers . 
□ Public Affairs - For all who are concerned about the interrelation between chemistry and chemists , social 

responsibilities , government and the environment. 
□ Public Relations - Promote the Section's activities to the general public via public media. 
□ State Fair Committee - Help in our coop tent with fellow IL sections to promote the positive and fun aspects of 

chemistry to the public at the Illinois State Fair. 
□ Younger Chemists Committee - Help current programs and devise new ones of interest to younger chemists; 

encourage recruiting and retention of younger chemists. 
□ Your Suggestions - How would you like to help? 
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February 8, 2005: The Chicago Chemists Club will meet at 
the Via Veneto Restaurant, 6340 N. Lincoln Ave. The speaker 
will be Dr. Ryan Williams, Assistant Curator of Archaeological 
Science at the Field Museum , presenting "Explorations at 
Macchu Pichu". For further information , call Judy Reuter at 
847-679-2444 by Monday, February 7. 

February 8, 2005: The Society for Applied Spectroscopy
Chicago will meet at the La Mirage Restaurant in Rolling 
Meadows. The talk will be on Solid State NMR. For further 
information, contact makaplar@yahoo.com. 

February 23-24, 2005: Illinois Society for Microbiology's 2005 
Annual Spring Meeting, Oakton Community College, 1600 E. 
Golf Road , Des Plaines . For more information , go to 
www.asm.org/branch /bril/page1 .htm 

February 24 & 26, 2005: DuPage Area Engineers Week pro
gram will be held at the IIT Rice Campus, in Wheaton, IL. For 
more information on the DuPage Area Program, contact Barb 
Kazi at (630) 682-6040 or email kozi@iit.edu. For more infor
mation on the Engineers Week Program, see the website: 
http: //www.rice.iit.edu/engineersweek / . See article on 
page 4. 

February 27 - March 4, 2005: PittCon 2005 will be held in 
Orlando , FL, Orange County Convention Center . Go to 
www.pittcon.org for more information. 

March 10-11, 2005: Chemical Industry Council of Illinois & 
the Illinois Chemical Education Foundation's 31st Annual 
Chemistry Career Conference for high school and junior high 
school students , Museum of Science and Industry . Visit 
www.cicil.net/newsdetail.asp?SubAutolD=66 , or contact 
Brian Fischer, CICI Program Director, (847) 544-5995. See 
article on page 5. 

March 13-17, 2005: The 229th ACS National Meeting will be 
in San Diego, CA. 

March 23, 2005: The Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer 
Center and Chemistry of Life Processes Institute at Northwest
ern University will co-sponsor the 2005 Basic 
Science Colloquium entitled, "Cancer at the Chemical Level: 
Strategies, Therapies and New Horizons." For further informa
tion, contact Sheryl Corey at 
s-corey@northwestern.edu or Kim Mccumber at 
tvo-sec@chem.northwestern.edu. See article on page 3. 

March 25, 2005: Chicago Section 's Public Affairs dinner 
meeting. 

April 10-14, 2005: The Spring 2005 American Institute of 
Chemical Engineers (AIChE) National Meeting will be at the 
Hyatt Regency , Atlanta , GA. If you have any questions or 
need additional information , please contact Cheryl Teich , 
(215) 619-5342, cteich@rohmhaas.com 

April 12-13, 2005: A two-day course on "Practical Phase 
Transfer Catalysis" will be held in Chicago. For details, contact 
Marc Haplren at 856-222-1146 or go to 
www.phasetransfer.com/courses.htm 

April 19-20, 2005: The American Institute of Chemical Engi
neers Chicago Section Symposium, "Chemical Engineering: 
At the Cross Roads of Technology", Illinois Institute of Tech
nology, Herman Union Building, Campus & Conference Cen
ter Ball Room, Chicago. www.aiche-chicago.org. See article 
on page 2. 


