
Chicago Section

http://chicagoacs.org	 	 																														 																																											DECEMBER	•	2014

CHICAGO SECTION AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY
Joint Meeting with Chicago Chemists’ Club and Iota Sigma Pi

HOLIDAY PARTY/MONTHLY MEETING
FRIDAY,	DECEMBER	5,	2014

Fountain Blue Banquets
2300	Mannheim	Rd.
Des Plaines, IL 
(847) 298-3636

DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING

From	 290	 East/West: Take 290 from either direction and exit onto 294 North. 
Continue until you reach the exit for 190 West (to O’Hare). Exit and immediately pay 
toll. Exit onto Mannheim Road North. Go North for 2 miles. 

From	90	East/West: Take 90 from either direction and exit onto 190 West (to O’Hare). 
Pay toll and immediately exit onto Mannheim Road North. Go North for 2 miles. 

From	 294	North/South: Take 294 from either direction and exit onto 190 West (to 
O’Hare). Pay toll and immediately exit onto Mannheim Road North. Go North for 2 miles.

From 88 East: Take 88 East to 294 North. Take Touhy Avenue exit and go west to 
Mannheim Road. Turn north on Mannheim and proceed to Fountain Blue.

PARKING: Free

This is the Chicago Section ACS/Chicago Chemists’ Club/Iota Sigma Pi Annual 
Holiday party/meeting. Come join in the celebration with all your fellow chemists and 
friends. In addition to our technical program, there will be raffle gifts! ENJOY! 

We ask you to also bring a charity gift! Please bring some canned food or other non-
perishable food item (in non-glass containers) or toy that we, as the ACS, can donate 
to charities for needy people in the Chicagoland area. See article on page 2. Let’s 

(continued on page 2)

share our good fortune in the spirit of the 
season. THANK YOU!!

SOCIAL	HOUR	 5:30-	7:00	P.M.
Cash Bar 
Complimentary Hors D’oeuvres

DINNER	 7:00	P.M.

CHANGING	OF	THE	GAVEL	 8:00	P.M.
Outgoing Chair Josh Kurutz will turn 
over the gavel to the incoming 2015 
Chair, Inessa Miller.

GENERAL	MEETING	 8:15	P.M.

100th Anniversary 1914 – 2014 

Perry Romanowski, Vice President of 
Brains Publishing

“Life	Outside	the	Lab	-	Communicat-
ing Chemistry to the Public”
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DINNER INFORMATION

 Dinner reservations are required and 
should be received in the Section 
Office via phone (847-391-9091), 
email (chicagoacs@ameritech.net) 
or website (http://chicagoacs.org/
meetinginfo.php?id=77) by noon on 
Tuesday, December 2.

Holiday Menu: Choice of Chicken 
Piccata, Broiled White Fish, or Vegetarian 
Pasta Primavera with Alfredo Sauce; 
Fresh Fruit Cocktail; Garden Salad 
with a variety of dressings; Included 
with the chicken and fish entrees are 
Athenian Oven Roasted Potatoes and 
a Peas, Mushrooms & Carrots Medley; 
Chocolate Sundae; beverage; bread and 
butter.
The cost is $37 to Section members 
who have paid their local section dues, 
members’ families, and visiting ACS 
members. The cost to members who 
have NOT paid their local section dues 
and to non-members is $39. The cost 
to students and unemployed members 
is $20. Seating will be available for 
those who wish to attend the meeting 
without dinner. PLEASE HONOR YOUR 
RESERVATIONS. The Section must pay 
for all dinner orders. No-shows	will	be	
billed.

Abstract: Studying chemistry in college 
can prepare you for a career in a lab, 
but it does little to help with other key 
aspects of being a scientist in industry.  
An important skill to all chemists is the 
ability to communicate your work to a 
non-scientific audience.  In this talk we 
will discuss some of the techniques one 
chemist used to get out of the lab and 
communicate the wonders of chemistry 
to the general public.  

Biography: Perry Romanowski has 
spent the past 20 years researching and 
developing products to solve consumer 
problems in the personal care and cos-
metic industry. His primary focus has 
been on hair and hair-related products. 
He is currently vice president of Brains 
Publishing, which specialized in sci-
ence education. In 2014, Romanowski 
founded the Practical Cosmetic Formu-
lating online training program to provide 
cosmetic chemists continuing education 
across a broad range of formula catego-
ries. Previously, Romanowski worked for 
Alberto Culver serving as a senior proj-
ect leader for hair care innovation. He 
is currently the Area II National Director 
for the Society of Cosmetic Chemists 
(SCC). Additionally, he has made nu-
merous media appearances including 
spots on popular TV shows including the  
Dr. Oz show and the Rachel Ray show.
  Romanowski received his B.S. in 
Chemistry from DePaul University. He 
has written and edited numerous articles 
and books, taught the SCC’s Beginning 
Cosmetic Chemistry continuing educa-
tion class, and developed various web-
sites.  His latest book “It’s OK to Have 
Lead in Your Lipstick” answers common 
questions about cosmetic products.  In 
addition, he provides consulting servic-
es for cosmetic formulating, testing and 
Internet solutions; he can be reached 
through his website, www.Chemists 
Corner.com.

REMEMBRANCES OF THINGS 
PAST 
Fifty-seven Years Ago

  The December meeting in 1957 was held 
at the Furniture Club of America. There 
were 447 attendees at the dinner, which 
cost $3.25. A dance followed the pro-
gram, at which Cyril N. Hoyler, Manager of 
Technical Relations for RCA Laboratories 
spoke on “New Adventures in Electronics”. 
There were no pre-dinner group meetings. 
Section membership count was 4,417.
  The editorial was on a request from the 
newly formed Southwest Suburban Teach-
ers Conference for Section members to 
give “occasional reasonable assistance” to 
students working on science projects.

FOOD AND TOY DRIVE

  We will be collecting nonperishable food 
items (no glass containers) for charity at 
the December Holiday Party again. The 
food will be donated to the local Loaves 
and Fishes Community Pantry for distribu-
tion. Loaves & Fishes Community Pantry 
is a community-based, non-profit organi-
zation established to provide food and per-
sonal care essentials to residents in need.  
  We will also continue our toy drive to col-
lect children’s toys for toddlers to 12 year 
olds. The toys will be donated to a local 
Silent Santa program.
  Please open your heart to these two 
programs and bring a nonperishable food 
item and a new toy to the holiday party.
  Please, do NOT donate any clothing -- 
Thanks 

DECEMBER HOLIDAY PARTY 

 Get those fingers ready to make reser-
vations for the annual Chicago Section’s 
ACS holiday party on Friday, December 5 
at the Fountain Blue Banquets. Raffle gifts 
will be numbered randomly and placed on 
side tables in the dining room. Each at-
tendee will draw a number when they reg-
ister that evening for the meeting. 
 Gifts will be handed out throughout the 
evening by calling up groups of individu-
als having a series of numbers. Meeting 
attendees are asked to claim their gift only 
during the time their numbers have been 
announced. Those individuals who do not 
claim their gift will have another opportuni-
ty to claim them at the end of the evening. 
Individuals must present their number in 
order to pick up their gift. 
 Door prizes of wine will only be handed 
out to those 21 or older. A substitute prize 
will be handed out to students under the 
age of 21. As always, please do not open 
your wine at the table.

RICHARD CORNELL
HOSPITALITY CHAIR

NOTICE TO ILLINOIS 
TEACHERS
    The Chicago Section ACS is an 
ISBE provider for professional devel-
opment units for Illinois teachers. 
Teachers who register for this 
month's meeting will have the oppor-
tunity to earn CPDU's.

SECTION MEETING DATES

Friday, December 5, 2014
Thursday, January 23, 2015
Thursday, February 12, 2015
Friday, March 12, 2015
Thursday, April 23, 2015
Friday, May 15, 2015
Thursday, June 18, 2015
Thursday, September 17, 2015
Friday, October 23, 2015
Thursday, November 19, 2015
Friday, December 11, 2015
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  The Primary Education Committee of the Chicago Section ACS presents this column 
and hopes it will reach young children and help increase their interest in science. 
Please print it out and pass it on to your children, grandchildren, or elementary 
school teachers. Teachers are encouraged to incorporate the projects in this column 
into their lesson plans.

Poinsettia pH Paper

  Kids, here’s a way to use holiday plants to learn science! Many plants contain 
colored pigments that are responsive to changes in acidity. An example is the 
poinsettia plant, which has colored leaves called bracts (they aren’t really flowers). 
You can extract the red pigment from bright-red colored poinsettias and use it to 
make your own pH paper strips to test whether a liquid is an acid or a base.
     Chemists use the pH scale to measure the extent to which a solution is an acid 
or a base.  The smaller the number on the pH scale, the more acidic the solution is, 
and similarly, a liquid that measures high on the pH scale is more considered basic.  
Neutral solutions, such as tap water, measure close to 7 on the pH scale, while acids 
typically measure between 1 (very acid) and 6, while a solution measuring between 
8 and 14 is  basic.  A number above ten is very basic, such as a solution of lye or 
caustic soda.

Materials
	 •	poinsettia	‘flower’	leaves
	 •	beaker	or	cup,	and	a	shallow	bowl
	 •	water
	 •	a	microwave	oven
	 •	a	strainer
	 •	scissors	or	food	blender
	 •	filter	paper	or	coffee	filters
	 •	vinegar	(dilute	acetic	acid)
	 •		baking	soda	solution	(2	g	/	200	mL	water)

Procedure
	 •		Cut	the	red	poinsettia	leaves	into	thin	strips	or	chop	them	in	a	blender.	Place	the			

cut pieces into a beaker or cup.
	 •		Microwave	the	chopped	leaves	with	a	small	amount	of	water	for	about	a	minute,	

stir, and allow the mixture to steep, like a tea, for 15-20 minutes.
	 •		Strain	the	liquid	into	a	shallow	bowl.	Discard	the	chopped	leaves.
	 •		Saturate	clean	filter	paper	with	the	poinsettia	solution.	Allow	the	filter	paper	to	

dry on a plate. You could put them into the microwave for a minute or two to dry. 
Cut the colored paper with scissors to make thin, rectangular, pH test strips.

	 •		Use	a	dropper	or	toothpick	to	apply	drops	of	vinegar	or	baking	soda	solution	to	
a test strips. Or you can dip the strip into the liquid. The color range for acids 
and bases will depend on the particular plant used. A pink test strip from a red 
poinsettia should yield a gray or blue color for bases. For acids the color will 
remain pink. Examples of weak acids include vinegar, clear soda and lemon 
juice. Examples of weak bases include baking soda solution. Try a variety of 
solutions from around your house, even just water, to see where they compare 
in the pH color spectrum.

	 •		Your	pH	paper	can	be	used	to	create	art	work.	You	can	draw	on	the	pH	paper	by	
using a toothpick or cotton swab that has been dipped into an acid or base.

Reference:
Youtube Video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dYOcCJPcXyM

Anne Marie Helmenstine, PhD
http://chemistry.about.com/od/chemistryblogs/a/poinsettia.htm?nl=1
Submitted by DR. KATHLEEN CARRADO GREGAR 

To view all past “ChemShorts for Kids”, go to: 
http://www.chicagoacs.net/ChmShort/kidindex.html

CHICAGO SECTION  
CHEMISTRY	WEEk	 
CELEBRATION	2014

  The Chicago ACS Section’s celebra-
tion of Chemistry Week was held in the 
West wing of the Museum of Science and  
Industry (MSI) on Saturday, October 25, 
2014. The National Theme this year was 
“The Sweet Side of Chemistry: Candy.”  
This was a very appropriate title for  
Chicago since Chicago was and contin-
ues to be a very important city for the 
Candy Industry. 
  Our Chemistry Week celebration co-
incided with MSI’s Teacher Family Day.  
Attendance was increased by the num-
ber of teachers and their families who  
attended both programs. Chemistry 
Week opened at 10:00 a.m. with pre-
sentations beginning at 10:30. Lindsay  
Mahon from FONA discussed the chal-
lenges and successes faced by a  
flavorist working in the food and candy 
industry.  She and her assistant gave 
out samples of two candies in which the  
audience could experience the fla-
vor differences using smell and taste.  
Ms. Mahon discussed details of how 
to distinguish and mix various flavors. 
She	 then	 passed	 out	 ‘flavor	 sticks’	 so	
that each person could sample a set of  
individual aromas.  This was followed by 
samples of Wrigley’s Juicy Fruit gum.  The 
audience was asked if they could detect 
each of the individual aromas in the Wrig-
ley’s	Juicy	Fruit	Gum	based	on	the	‘favor	
sticks’.  Ms. Mahon repeated the presenta-
tion again for second group of students, 
parents, and teachers.  
  Hands on demonstrations were pre-
sented by students from Lane Tech, 
Maine East, Niles West, and Whit-
ney Young High Schools.  This year’s  
exhibitors were Kraft, Oil Dri, American 
Institute for Chemical Engineers, Iota 
sigma pi, the Optical Society of Chicago, 
the Society of Cosmetic Chemists, the 
Women Chemist Committee, the Public 
Affairs Committee, IL State Fair Com-
mittee  and the American Association of 
Chemistry Teachers (AACT).  The Ameri-
can Association of Chemistry Teachers 
(AACT) is a new organization for High 
School Chemistry teachers started by 
the American Chemical Society. We also 
demonstrated the very popular Chemistry 
Week M&M Activity.  
  The finale, Chemistry Idol was a se-
ries of demonstrations by students from  
Maine East High School.  Chemistry 
Week at MSI concluded at 3 p.m.  The 
Chemistry Week committee wishes 
to express their gratitude to MSI, the  
companies, presenters, students, teachers 
and the many volunteers who made this 
event a success. 

DAVID CRUMRINE AND AVROM LITIN
Chemistry Week Co-Chairs
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DO YOU REMEMBER?
Nine Years Ago

This is from the December 2005 issue of 
the Chemical Bulletin.

Patent Truths – Kid Stuff

Editor’s Note: The following article is  
reprinted with updates from ACS’s  
CHAL (Chemistry and the Law) Newslet-
ter, Vol. 19, No.1 with the permission of 
CHAL and the article’s author, Howard  
Peters. (Cherlyn Bradley)

1. MONOPOLY® the classic board  
game was copyrighted in 1934 and  
patented as U.S. No. 2,026,082, on  
December 31, 1935 by Charles B. Darrow 
 of Germantown, Pennsylvania. He had  
already been turned down by Parker 
Brothers. The street names and other 
places are taken from sites in Atlanta 
City, New Jersey -- the familiar popular  
family beach resort. So in the middle of the 
Great Depression, he had 5,000 games  
assembled -- by hand. They sold out  
quickly at Wanamaker’s Department  
Store in Philadelphia. Darrow couldn’t 
keep up with the demand so he went 
back to Parker Brothers and the rest is 
history. Over 200 million games have 
been sold worldwide.
    
2. LINCOLN LOGS® were invented by 
John Lloyd Wright in 1916. Wright was  
the son of the famous architect, Frank 
Lloyd Wright, and claimed he was in-
spired by the interlocking foundation of the  
Imperial Hotel (the earthquake proof build-
ing) in Tokyo, Japan. (The day the Imperial 
Hotel opened in 1923, the massive Tokyo 
earthquake and fire destroyed all buildings 
for miles. But the hotel survived intact and 
operating.) By 1975, more than a million 
sets of    LINCOLN LOGS were being sold 
annually.
    
3. The modern plastic Frisbie® was  
invented by Walter Morrison (U.S. No. 
3,350,67). The Frisbie Baking Company 
of Bridgeport, CT sold pies to local New  
England colleges -- including Yale  
University. The metal pie tins were sailed 
by Yale students. Students would yell  
“Frisbie” when someone was about to be 
hit by the sailing metal tin (like “fore” in 
golf). The plastic Frisbie(r) was popular-
ized by Wham-O of Southern California. 
Morrison received more than $1,000,000 
in royalties from two USC graduates, Rich 
Knerr and Spud Malin, the founders of 
Wham-O.
    
4. The modern Hula Hoop® was really not 
protected by patent and sales were sub-
ject to cut-throat competition. Research 
chemists Paul Hogan and Robert Banks 

(continued on page 5)
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of Phillips Petroleum in Oklahoma invent-
ed MARIEX® plastic, a blend of crystal-
lized polypropylene and high density poly-
ethylene (HDPE), U.S. Patent 2,825,721. 
Twenty million hula hoops were sold by 
Wham-O) in 6 months in 1958 for $1.98. It 
was a great use for this new polymer.
    
5. SILLY PUTTY® was invented by James 
Wright at GE’s New Haven, CT labs. Boric 
acid and silicone oil produced novel goo 
that bounced further than rubber. But no 
one could find a practical use for this un-
usual product. In 1949 unemployed adver-
tising man Peter Hodgson saw “nutty put-
ty” at a party. He borrowed $147, bought 
the production rights from GE and pro-
duced the elastomer. It was packaged in 
plastic eggs and sold just before Easter. It 
was an instant hit first with adults and later 
with kids. When Hodgson died in 1976, he 
left an estate of over $140 million.
    
6. PLAY-DOH® was invented by Joseph 
and Noah W. McVicker in1956 and they 
received U.S. Patent 3,167,440 issued 
in 1968. It really is based on a well know 
wallpaper cleaner formulations used in the 
East to remove residual winter coal and 
fuel dust. The similarity to modeling clay 
without toxicity made for a great toy. Joe 
McVicker became a millionaire before his 
27th birthday.
    
7. Barbie® was created by Ruth Handler  
in 1957. She and her husband Elliott, a 
Stanford MBA, had founded Mattel Toy 
Co. in El Segundo, CA. In the first year 
of sale in 1959, almost 400,000 Barbie® 
dolls were sold for $3 each. Mattel almost 
went bankrupt in 1974. Ruth and Elliott  
Handler were fired when she was indicted 
for  securities fraud (deja vu – all over 
again). But Barbie® has prospered. The  
Barbie® Doll Hall of Fame in Palo Alto  
is now closed. Mattel purchased the 
collection three years ago and moved it 
to southern California where it is still in a 
warehouse. It is slated to reopen - sometime.
    
8. LEGO® was created by Ole Kirk  
Christiansen and his son Godtfred (age 
12) in 1932 in Bellund, Denmark. The orig-
inal LEGO’s were wooden. The LEGO® 
Company in 1947 was the first company 
in Denmark to use a plastic injection 
– molding machine. LEGOLAND(r) in  
Bellund, Denmark opened in 1968. Bil-
lions have been produced over the past 
70 years. This    family has become one of 
the wealthiest in Denmark.
    
9. The ERECTOR SET® was created by 
A.E. Gilbert in 1913. Gilbert was born in 
Salem, Oregon in 1884. He had a gift for 
magic and was a brilliant student, even-
tually graduating from the Yale Medical 
School. He never practiced medicine. He 
also had a talent for athletics, competed 

in the 1908 Olympics in London and won 
a gold medal in the pole vault. Inspired 
by the construction next to the railroad 
going into New York City, he created the  
ERECTOR SET. By time of his death in 
1963, he had issued over 150 U.S. pat-
ents. Gilbert was also the creator of the 
classic Gilbert Chemistry Set.
    
©2002 HOWARD M. PETERS

Note: Dr. Peters is a founding & charter 
member of CHAL. He is a patent attorney 
in Palo Alto, California. 

(continued from page 4)
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HELP SUPPORT THE CHICAGO SECTION

  All donations to the Chicago Section ACS, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, are tax-
deductible! Please include us in your year-end giving plans and help spread the joy and 
benefits of chemistry! 

Here’s what your donations can do:
	 •			Help	send	a	talented	but	economically	disadvantaged	high	school	student	to	a	paid	

summer job doing chemistry research (Project SEED)
	 •			Help	fund	high school scholarships. Either contribute to the general scholarship fund 

or donate to a specific scholarship (i.e., the Lishka scholarship for girls or the Smoler 
scholarship for Chicago Public Schools student).

	 •			Help	your	favorite	teacher	by	sponsoring	their	affiliate	membership	in	the	Chicago	
ACS and the new AACT (American Association of Chemistry Teachers, (http://www.
teachchemistry.org). It’s only $65 and it would make a big difference to the teacher. 
You don’t even have to name the teacher – just tell us the school you want to support 
or let us work with the schools to find a deserving educator for you.

	 •			Tell	us	what	you’d	like	done	with	your	donation,	for	example:
  o  Help our Community Activities committee put on programs in museums and 

schools 
  o  Help us reach out to young chemists looking for work and professional advance-

ment
  o Help us deliver our monthly meetings

Here’s what we’ll do for you:
	 •			end	you	a	letter	thanking	you	for	your	donation	and	providing	all	the	information	re-

quired to make sure you can use your donation as a tax deduction.
	 •			if	your	donation	is	from	a	company,	we	will	place	the	company’s	logo	on	our	website	

as a Sponsor ($500 min.), or as a Premium Sponsor ($2000 min.). If a specific event 
is sponsored, the company will be recognized as a sponsor on the event’s program, 
acknowledged verbally at the event; sponsors of an event are entitled to displaying a 
company poster at the event if they choose to do so.

Here’s how you can help:
	 •			Go	to	http://chicagoacs.org and in the list at the lower-left, click “Sponsorship and 

Donations”.
	 •			Alternatively	go	straight	to:	http://chicagoacs.org/content.php?page =Sponsor-

ship_and_Donations
	 •			Either	locate	an	item	for	a	specific-purpose	donation,	or	find	the	Sponsorship/Dona-

tion item (at the top-right of the page).
	 •		Click	“View”
	 •		Add	1	item	to	your	cart
	 •		Specify	the	dollar	amount	you	wish	to	donate
	 •		Either	add	another	item	or	click	“View	cart”
	 •		Proceed	as	you	would	with	any	other	internet	order.

     If you prefer, you may always send a check with a letter to the Chicago ACS office: 
1400 Renaissance Dr. Suite 312, Park Ridge, IL, 60068… or call Gail at the office for as-
sistance 847-391-9091.

Thank you!
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

Dear Members of the Chicago ACS,

  As we wrap up 2014, we can look back 
on a very eventful year, and we can be 
grateful to a number of volunteers who 
made it happen. Participation in Chicago 
ACS is increasing, our dinner meetings 
are continuing to attract attention in the 
chemical community, new volunteers 
are following in the footsteps of our  
seasoned leaders, and our impact out-
side our membership is growing. 
  This year we launched our new  
website, keeping the previous one as an 
archive to retain ties to our legacy. Our 
Distinguished webmaster Milt Levenberg 
began the website back in the mid-90’s, 
making Chicago one of the very first sec-
tions to have one. We are again leading 
the other sections by using an integrated 
platform – more than just a website – that 
brings together event registration, ecom-
merce tools, email tools, and more. With 
it, we aim to enhance our communica-
tion with you, our members, and provide 
you with resources you find useful. Many 
thanks go to Milt, who was deeply involved 
in this project, our New Technology Chair 
Russ Johnson who led the effort, Past 
Chair Mike Koehler (who helped start the 
project when he was Chair), and many 
others who provided input. 
  Engagement of our membership is 
growing, especially among the young-
er chemists. Our dynamic duo Beau 
Wangtrakuldee and Alyssa Avestro have 
worked very hard leading our Younger 
Chemists Committee. The have gra-
ciously extended the age that is consid-
ered “young” when people want to attend 
their fun events, such as “Beers With 
Peers”. Their continued efforts will benefit 
our Section enormously. 
  Our program of dinner meetings this 
year was very good and attracted large 
audiences. You can see the list of speak-
ers and their titles here; our topics 
covered clean renewable energy, food 
chemistry, hydraulic fracturing legisla-
tion, employment trends in chemistry, 
award-winning organometallic catalysis, 
battery technology at Argonne, chemi-
cal education, chemical safety, and on  
December 8 we will cover cosmetics 
chemistry and communicating to lay  
audiences. Moreover, for our June meet-
ing we purchased enough easels and 
boards to set up a mini poster session 
any time we like, so you can expect 
more of those in the future. If you want 
to present or sponsor a poster at one 
of our meetings, please talk to the chair 
(chair@chicagoacs.org). Many heartfelt 
thanks go to Frank Jarzembowski, who 
received the 2014 Distinguished Service 
Award, for making the practical arrange-

ments with our sites and ensuring every-
one attending has a good time. Multitudi-
nous thanks also go out to our fabulous 
Office Manager Gail Wilkening for manag-
ing registration and many practical tasks 
at the meetings and every day throughout 
the year. Thanks also go to Richard Cor-
nell, Hospitality Chair, for managing our 
equipment and helping Gail.
  Our outreach efforts once again had 
an enormous impact. Attendance at  
our State Fair tent rocketed above 
20,000 people, blowing past the previous  
record of about 15,000. That’s a 
lot of chemistry communica-
tion! Many thanks go to Fran   
Kravitz, Milt and Margy Levenberg,  
Avrom Litin, Robin Fine, Charles  
Cannon, and others who contributed to 
the tent’s success. If you would like to 
take part in this highly successful event, 
please contact Milt and Fran. Hundreds 
of students, teachers, and others came 
to Chemistry Day at the world-famous 
Museum of Science and Industry, and 
Avrom Litin and Dave Crumrine get 
credit for that event. Our table at the  
DuPage Area Engineer’s Week success-
fully engaged large numbers of youth, 
and we have Irene and Mark Cesa to 
thank for that, as well as Avrom Litin. If 
you like to engage the public in discus-
sions and demonstrations of chemistry, 
you should really talk to Community  
Activities co-chairs Avrom and Dave 
to see about volunteering. Fran Kravitz 
continued her fantastic programs with 
the Girl and Boy Scouts, bringing chem-
istry to hundreds of kids, and she would 
appreciate hearing of new volunteers, too. 
  There have been some sad notes in 
2014. Our longtime State Fair Chair, 
editor, Project SEED leader, and friend 
Cherlyn Bradley passed away. She did a 
lot for us, and she is going to be missed 
a great deal. Also, Frank Jarzembowski 
is no longer well enough to contribute, 
though he is still attending our meetings. 
Cherlyn urged people to donate to Proj-
ect SEED in her name, and I encour-
age everyone to express their thanks 
for Frank for his many years of distin-
guished service.
  In 2015 we will have a host of new mem-
bers on the Chicago ACS Board. Please 
welcome Nicole Shoshenskiy (MSD-
Sonline), Shelby Hatch (Northwestern), 
Ilana Lemberger (Grace), Jozef Stec 
(Governors State), and Lou DeFillippi 
(consultant). We admire their drive to 
join us, and we hope to work with them 
and our experienced leaders to pass on 
the secrets of Chicago ACS’ success.
  We are grateful for additional help from 
a number of new sponsors and partners 
for this year’s events, whom we’ve rec-
ognized by placing their logos on our 
website for a year. Special thanks go 

to ExxonMobil for becoming a Premium 
Sponsor by helping with the Gibbs Cere-
mony honoring Prof. John Bercaw in May. 
If you represent a company that would 
like to follow ExxonMobil’s outstanding 
example, please talk to me or visit our 
website. We’ve made sponsorship and 
donation very easy, and we’ll be happy 
to sing the praises of your company if it 
helps us with our programs. Agilent Tech-
nologies also provided assistance with 
our June meeting on battery technology, 
which was generous of them. Further-
more, startup companies NuMat Tech-
nologies and SiNode systems have taken 
advantage of our special Entrepreneur 
sponsorship rates, securing their stand-
ing as supportive members of Chicago’s 
chemistry community.
  We are also grateful to our partners 
who provided other support. Many, many 
thanks go to the wonderful Museum of 
Science and Industry, which worked 
closely with us on Chemistry Day this 
year, and continues to invite us to par-
ticipate in their programs such as the Sci-
ence Works! STEM career program Dec. 
5. ChemPharma helped get the word out 
about our January and April meetings. 
We’re pleased to partner with entrepre-
neurial and investor organizations who 
helped us by telling their memberships 
about some of our events: the MIT Enter-
prise Forum of Chicago, the Hyde Park 
Angels, the Illinois Science and Technol-
ogy Coalition. 
  Thank you all for your help in 2014. Now 
please help me welcome our incoming 
Chair, Inessa Miller, who will be lead-
ing us to further greatness in 2015, with 
the help of our outstanding volunteers. 
Also welcome incoming Chair-Elect Mary 
Jo Boldingh, with whom we will work to 
make sure the Chicago ACS has a fan-
tastic year under her leadership in 2016.
   Thank you all for you attention.

JOSH KURUTZ

2014	SECTION	OFFICERS	AND	
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

CHAIR
Josh Kurutz

PAST CHAIR
Mike Koehler

VICE CHAIR
Ken Fivizzani

CHAIR-ELECT
Inessa Miller

SECRETARY
Margaret Schott

TREASURER
Mark Kaiser
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ANNUAL REPORT COMMITTEE*
Josh Kurutz, Chair

AWARDS

BUDGET DIRECTOR
Fran Kravitz

BYLAWS
Russ Johnson, Chair

CHEMICAL BULLETIN
Cherlyn Bradley, Editor
Fran Kravitz, Acting Editor
Milt Levenberg
Richard Trepow

CHEMICAL BULLETIN BUSINESS 
MANAGER
Frank Jarzembowski

CHEMISTRY	WEEk*
David Crumrine, Co-Chair
Avron Litin, Co-Chair

CHICAGO SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON*
Carmen Marquez, Chair

COMPTROLLER
Herb Golinkin
Barb Moriarty, Assistant Comptroller

CONTINUING EDUCATION*
Theresa Collins, Chair

COLLEGE EDUCATION*
Tom Higgins, Chair

COMMUNICATIONS/TECHNOLOGY
Russ Johnson, Chair
Milt Levenberg, Webmaster
Josh Kurutz, Assistant Webmaster
Katie Leach, Assistant Webmaster
Cherlyn Bradley
David Crumrine
Mike Kaiser
Mike Koehler
Fran Kravitz
Jim Shoffner
Gail Wilkening

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES*
David Crumrine, Co-Chair
Avrom Litin, Co-Chair

DEVELOPMENT*
Inessa Miller, Chair
Josh Kurutz

DISTINGUISHED	SERVICE	AWARD
Susan Shih, Chair
Amber Arzadon
Cherlyn Bradley
Charles Cannon
Irene Cesa
David Crumrie
Ken Fivizzani
Russ Johnson

Mark Kaiser
Mike Koehler
Josh Kurutz
Milt Levenberg
Barb Moriarty

EMPLOYMENT*
Tony Toussaint, Chair

ENVIRONMENTAL & LAB SAFETY*
Ken Fivizzani, Chair

GIBBS ARRANGEMENTS
Margaret Levenberg, Chair
Josh Kurutz
Inessa Miller

GREAT LAKES REGIONAL MEETING
Susan Shih, Delegate

HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION
Mike Dupuis, Co-Chair
Russ Koknken, Co-Chair
Paul Brandt
Jim Glynn

HOSPITALITY*
Richard Cornell, Chair
Gail Wilkening
Susan Shih

HOUSE*
Frank Jarzembowski, Chair
Richard Cornell
Milt Levenberg
Gail Wilkening

IL SECTIONS OF THE ACS STATE FAIR
Fran Kravitz, Co-Chair
Milt Levenberg, Co-Chair
Lauren Aielio
Harshavardhan Bapat
Melinda and Richard Boice
Mike Boscher
Cherlyn Bradley
Ian Brown
Charles Cannon
Brent Chandler
Karen Cochran
Jocob Damron
Bill Darron
Tiernan Ebener
Darrick Emery
Robin Fine
Jun-Hyun Kim
Raz Jugovicz
Avrom Litin
Margaret Levenberg
Ryan Marlett
Allen McKenzie
Craig McLauchlan
Patty Miller
Nick Moicardelli
Mary and Steve Newberg
Michael Ontl
Gopal Periyannan
Kaleb Pytel
Preston Rieck
Rick Rodgers

Frank Salter
Andi Schalk
Frank Shaw
Stacey Sinclair
Jackie Stewart
Eirin Sullivan
Luke Tomaszewski
Christopher Cochran Woods
Dallas Wright
Cody Zitoun

LONG RANGE PLANNING*
Mike Koehler, Co-Chair
Susan Shih, Co-Chair

MEMBERSHIP AFFAIRS*
Inessa Miller, Chair

MINORITY AFFAIRS*
Charles Cannon, Chair

NATIONAL AFFAIRS
Mike Koehler, Chair

Councilors
Cherlyn Bradley
Charles Cannon
David Crumrine
Ken Fivizzani
Herb Golinkin
Fran Kravitz
Milt Levenberg
Inessa Miller
Barb Moriarty
Susan Shih

Alternate Councilors
Amber Azadon
Irene Cesa
Mark Kaiser
Mike Koehler
Josh Kurutz
Katie Leach
Margaret Levenberg

NOMINATING
Josh Kurutz, Chair
Mary Jo Boldingh
Tom Driver
Doris Espiritu
Mike Koehler
Ilana Lemberger
Milt Levenberg
Gary Mines
Margaret Schott
Mary Urban
Don Wink

OFFICE AFFAIRS
Susan Shih, Chair

PRE-DINNER	MEETING*
Ken Fivizzani, Chair

POLICY
Ken Fivizzani, Chair
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PRIMARY EDUCATION
Fran Kravitz, Chair
Mirachelle Anselmo
Monique Albino
Ayman Allian
Brittany Barkus
Linda Bennett
Teresa Bixby
Mary Jo Bolingh
Paul Brandt
Cherlyn Bradley
Maureen Bricker
Danise Burke
Cinda Carlson
Armando Carrillo
Bob Chapman
Karen Cochran
Russ Ciur
Chris Daraska
Kristine Deibler
Samantha DeRasseri
Suzanne Elger
Debra Felsenthal
Janet Ferroni
Gloria Fountain
Lauren Grabstanowicz
Heather Greaser
Reyes Gurman
Samniqueka Halsey
Jenny Hedland
Caroline Hernandez
Mary Ellen Johnson
Matthew Kirschner
Sara Kitterman
Ryan Klein
Matthew Kobus
Katie Leach
Milt Levenberg
Gerard Lopez
Daniella Martinez
Brenda Mathias
Ken McDonald
Lewis Meads
Gary Mines
Westin Morrill
Carol Olijar
Ruby Ortiz
Ethan Rath
Mira Repak
Gary Roby
Elly Walsh-Rock
Emily Sallman
Hillary Sandrock
Michelle Saunders
Kristin Sturgeen
Mai Thao
Hannah Tomten
Mary Alice Upskur
Mary Urban
Beau Wangtrakuldee

PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS*
Barb Moriarty, Chair

PROGRAM*
Frank Jarembowski, Co-Chair
Tim Marin, Co-Chair
Josh Kurutz
Gail Wilkening

PROJECT SEED*
Kathy Mortell

PUBLIC AFFAIRS*
Barb Moriarty, Co-Chair
Jim Shoffner, Co-Chair

PUBLIC RELATIONS*
Russ Johnson, Chair

SECTION TRUSTEES
Ken Fivizzani
Mark Kaiser
Milt Levenberg

SENIOR CHEMISTS

STIEGLITZ LECTURE
Josh Kurutz, Chair

WOMEN	CHEMISTS
Theresa Collins, Co-Chair
Margaret Levenberg, Co-Chair
Ilana Lemberger

YOUNGER CHEMISTS*
Alyssa Avestro, Co-Chair
Beau Wangtrakuldee, Co-Chair

* VOLUNTEEER LIST NEVER SUBMIT-
TED BY COMMITTEE CHAIR

WHEN	YOU	CHANGE	
YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS

  Please let the section office know 
what your new email address is so 
that you will nto miss any section in-
formation. Contact the office at 847-
391-9091 or at chicagoacs@ameri-
tech.net

FREE	T-SHIRTS
    The Hospitality Committee raffles 
one T-shirt at each monthly dinner 
meeting. The shirt has CHICAgO 
spelled out using the periodic table. 
So come to a monthly meeting and 
maybe you’ll win one! 

CALL
THE SECTION OFFICE AT

847-391-9091
TO RECEIVE

GREAT
CHEMICAL BULLETIN

ADVERTISING
VALUES

December	 4: Chicago Section ACS 
Board Meeting, 1400 Renaissance 
Drive, Suite 312, Park Ridge, IL 60068. 
Call the Section office at (847) 391-9091 
for information.

December 5: Chicago Section ACS 
Holiday Party and Dinner Meeting at the 
Fountain Blue Banquets. The speaker 
will be Perry Romanowski.

January	 15:	  Chicago Section ACS 
Board Meeting, 1400 Renaissance 
Drive, Suite 312, Park Ridge, IL 60068. 
Call the Section office at (847) 391-9091 
for information.

January	 23:	 Chicago Section Monthly 
Dinner Meeting. For further details, visit 
http://chicagoacs.org/meetinginfo.
php?id=79

March	 8-12:  The Pittcon will hold its  
annual conference and exposition in 
New Orleans, LA. For further details, 
visit http://pittcon.org/exposition/ 

March	 12-15:  National Science 
Teachers Association will hold its an-
nual meeting in Chicago. For further 
information, visit http://www.nsta.org/
conferences/#future

March	22-26: 249th ACS National Meet-
ing & Exposition will be held in Denver. 
The theme will be “Chemistry of National 
Resources”. See details at http://www.
acs.org/content/acs/en/meetings/
spring-2015.html

ADVERTISING INDEX

Company		 Page	 Telephone	 URL/E-Mail

Micron Inc. 2 302-998-1184 www.micronanalytical.com
Mass-Vac., Inc. 4 978-667-2393 www.massvac.com

Have a Happy and Safe Holiday Season
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