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LOCATION
Northwestern University - 
Technological Institute, Room LR3
2145 Sheridan Rd
Evanston, IL

DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING
From the city: Take Lake Shore Drive 
North to Sheridan Road into Evanston.  
Continue on Sheridan Road to the Tech 
Institute at Noyes Street.

From the west: Take I-88 east to I-294 
north to Dempster east.  Proceed east on 
Dempster into Evanston.  Turn left onto 
Chicago Ave. and proceed to Sheridan 
Road.  Take Sheridan Road north to the 
Tech Institute at Noyes Street.

Parking: To those attending the 
Refreshments and Introduction as 
well as the Basolo Medal lecture, 
parking after 4:00 p.m. is available in 
the lot across from the Technological 
Institute at the corner of Noyes Street 
and Sheridan Road.  Parking is also 
available on the side streets just 
west of this lot; however, observe the 
posted signs.  Please see Section’s 
website for campus map of additional 
parking options.  
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  The Medalist Lecture is open to the 
public and admission is free to all those 
wishing to attend.  

The Dinner and Presentation of the 
Medal will take place at the Hilton 
Orrington, 1710 Orrington Ave.  This 
hotel is 0.6 mi from the Technological 
Institute.  Go South on Sheridan and 
continue South on Chicago to Clark St 
and take a right for a block and then turn 
left (S) onto Orrington for another block 
where you will see the Hotel Orrington.  
Valet parking at the hotel is $12.  

REFRESHMENTS	 4:30	–	4:45	PM

INTRODUCTION,  
HISTORY OF THE 
BASOLO MEDAL,  
BASOLO	LECTURE	 4:45	–	5:45	PM
(Technological Institute Lecture Room 3)

TRANSIT FROM TECH. INST. TO 
HILTON ORRINGTON,  
EVANSTON		 5:45	–	6:00	PM
(0.6 mi SW from Tech Inst – go S on 
Sheridan, S on Chicago, E on Clark, and 
S on Orrington) 

RECEPTION	 6:00	–	7:00	PM 
 (Hilton Orrington, Evanston) 

DINNER		 7:00	–	8:00	PM	 
(Hilton Orrington, Evanston) 

PRESENTATION OF THE  
BASOLO	MEDAL	 8:00	-	8:10	PM

Professor Susumu Kitagawa
Director of the Institute for Integrated 
Cell-Material Sciences
Department of Synthetic Chemistry and 
Biological Chemistry
Graduate School of Engineering
Kyoto University 
Katsura, Nishikyo-ku, Kyoto, Japan

“Discovery and Development of 
Functional Porous Coordination 
Polymers/Metal-Organic Frameworks”

2  Menu
3  Baloso Medal
3  ACS Committee on Safety
4  Report of Council Meeting
4  ChemShorts
5  Organization You Should Know
5  Someone You Should Know

6  Great Lakes Regional Meeting
6  Illinois Sections at the  
    State Fair 
6  Micron Analytical Services
7  Calendar
7 Mass-Vac Products

http://chicagoacs.org
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Abstract:  Permanent porosity for 
coordination networks in solids was 
discovered and demonstrated with gas 
sorption experiments (1997), whose 
materials are now known as porous 
coordination polymers (PCPs) or 
metal-organic frameworks (MOFs). For 
convenience, we call these materials 
PCPs. They are an emerging class 
of microporous solids combining the 
modularity of inorganic structural building 
units (nodes) with organic ligands 
(linkers) that can be tailored through 
organic synthesis. This particular 
combination of designability and the 
structural porosity of PCPs has led to 
explosive growth in their application to 
gas storage/separation, catalysis, ion 
conductivity, chemical sensing, and 
drug delivery systems. To date, PCPs/
MOFs are classified as a new category 
of porous materials, as opposed to the 
conventional classifications of inorganic 
and carbon materials. Researchers in 
the world synthesized a wide variety of 
PCPs and developed the comprehensive 
structural chemistry. We have pioneered 
the functional chemistry of PCPs, and 
in particular discovered flexible MOFs 
which are coined soft porous crystals. Soft 
porous crystals provide unique properties 
due to flexible porous frameworks, 
dissimilar to those of conventional porous 
materials because of responsive functions 
to chemical and/or physical stimuli. Today 
over 2,000 articles on PCPs/MOFs have 
been published annually worldwide. The 
research developments are anticipated 
to lead to rapidly advancing, prosperous, 
and widespread innovations in materials 
science.
  PCPs have been extensively 
researched in both academia and 
industry. Industrial syntheses are rapidly 
advancing (currently they are at the 
barrel-size pilot scale). Unlike many 
other novel materials (e.g., mesoporous 
silicas, carbon polymorphs, fullerenes, 
buckyballs, and carbon nanotubes), 
the preparation and fabrication of 
PCPs materials do not necessarily 
require additional capital investments 
for totally new synthesis technologies. 
Researchers in both academia and 
industry are producing PCPs materials 
for use in purification, storage, 
transportation, and conversion, vital to 
addressing energy and environmental 
issues and contributing to human 
welfare.

Biograph: Kitagawa received his PhD 
at Kyoto University. After promotion to 
Associate Professor at Kinki University, he 
was promoted to Professor of Inorganic 
Chemistry at Tokyo Metropolitan University, 
and then moved to Kyoto University as 
Professor of Functional Chemistry in 
1998. He had been a visiting scientist 
in the F.A.Cotton Laboratory, Texas  
A & M University, during the period of  
1986-1987, and an exchange professor 
in City University of New York in 1996. 
He is now the Director of the Institute 
for Integrated Cell-Material Sciences 
(WPI-iCeMS) at Kyoto University. His 
main research fields are materials 
chemistry based on coordination 
compounds, in particular, chemistry of 
coordination space, and his current 
research interests are centered on the 
synthesis and properties of porous 
coordination polymers (PCP) /metal-
organic frameworks (MOF). He is the 
first to demonstrate porosity in PCP/MOF 
by gas sorption experiments (1997). 
Then, beyond these robust porous 
frameworks, he developed the concept 
of the framework which possesses both 
porosity and structural flexibility. 
  He received the Japan Society of 
Coordination Chemistry Award (2007), 
Humboldt Research Award (2008), 
The Chemical Society of Japan Award 
(2009), Thomson Reuters Citation 
Laureate (Chemistry) (2010), The 
Medal with Purple Ribbon, Japanese 
Government (2011), The RSC de 
Gennes Prize (2013), The 10th Leo 
Esaki Prize (2013), Marco Polo della 
Scienza Italiana Award (2015), and 
Japan Academy Award (2016).

2016	CHEMLUMINARY	AWARDS
Women Chemists Committee 

Best Overall WCC Local Section

Menu

  m   House Salad: Baby Field Greens in a 
Radicchio Lettuce Cup with Cucumber 
Tomatoes, Herb Foaccia Crostini and 
Balsamic Vinaigrette

Choise of Entree:

    l  Porcini Crusted Chicken Served with 
wild mushroom demi with Cream And 
Shitake Whipped Potatoes

    l   Vinaigrette and Truffle Roasted 
Fingerling Potatoes

    l    Smoked Mozzarella and Roasted 
Red Pepper Angilotti with Pesto 
Cream and Sautéed Ratatouille 
(vegetarian)

    l    Pan Seared Beef Filet with Medeira 
Demi-Glace and Parmesan Risotto 

  m   Dessert: Eli’s Cheese Cake with 
Chocolate and Strawberry Sauce

The cost is $35 The cost to students and 
unemployed members is $20.  
  Dinner reservations are required 
and should be received in the Section 
Office via phone (847-391-9091), email 
(chicagoacs@ameritech.net) or website 
(http://chicagoacs.org/meetinginfo.
php?id=112&ts=1473792640) by noon 
on Friday, September 28. PLEASE 
HONOR YOUR RESERVATIONS.  The 
Section must pay for all dinner orders.  
No-shows will be billed.  

Chicago hosted numerous activities which included 
a nontraditional career forum, an American 
Association of University Women $tart $mart 
Workshop about negotiating salaries, a mentoring 
event, and a Mix & Mingle held with Iota Sigma Pi 
featuring a chemistry-based, Jeopardy-style game.

Committee	on	Chemistry	and	Public	Affairs

ACS	President’s	Award	for	Local	Section	Government	Affairs

Chicago worked with U.S. Senator Mark Kirk to ensure support for science 
education in the Every Student Succeeds Act, which led to legislation funding 
professional development for STEM teachers, an ACS priority.

Advertise with us and be in good company
For	information	on	advertising,	call	847-391-9091

or email chicagoacs@ameritech.net

http://chicagoacs.org/meetinginfo.php?id=112&ts=1473792640
http://chicagoacs.org/meetinginfo.php?id=112&ts=1473792640
mailto:chicagoacs%40ameritech.net?subject=


1016		3

BASOLO MEDAL 
  The Fred Basolo Medal is given for outstanding research in inorganic chemistry. It was established by the former students of Dr. 
Fred Basolo in appreciation of his contributions to inorganic chemistry at Northwestern University. 
Fred Basolo was born in Coello, Illinois in 1920 and received a B.Ed. at Southern Illinois Normal University. He then went to the 
University of Illinois where he received a Ph.D. with John C. Bailar, Jr. in 1943. After working on a classified military research 
project during WWII, he joined the faculty at Northwestern in 1946. In 1980, the University honored him with the Charles E. and 
Emma H. Morrison Professorship of Chemistry. 
  Internationally recognized for his original contributions to the syntheses and reaction mechanisms of transition-metal Werner 
complexes, Basolo did some of the seminal work in the developing fields of organometallic and bioinorganic chemistry. He was 
also a truly gifted teacher. Many of his former students occupy prominent academic and industrial positions. Basolo influenced 
students worldwide to study inorganic chemistry and received the 1992 ACS Pimentel Award in Chemical Education. He published 
400 scientific publications and four books before his death in 2007. 
Basolo’s contributions to the profession of chemistry were equally outstanding. He served as President of the American Chemical 
Society in 1983 and as Chairman of the Chemistry Section of AAAS in 1979. He was a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Gordon Research Conferences and its chairman in 1976. Some of the many honors received by Basolo include membership in 
the National Academy of Sciences, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, foreign membership in the Italian Academy of 
Sciences Lincei, as well as the ACS Awards for Research and for Service in Inorganic Chemistry. He received the first Joseph 
Chatt Medal, the 1996 Willard Gibbs Medal, and was the 2001 Priestley Medalist of the ACS.

Previous Basolo Medalists:

1991  Ralph G. Pearson  University of California, Santa Barbara
1992  Henry Taube  Stanford University
1993  Jack Halpern  University of Chicago
1994  Harry Gray  California Institute of Technology
1995  Lawrence Dahl  University of Wisconsin, Madison
1996  Richard H. Holm  Harvard University
1997  Kenneth N. Raymond  University of California, Berkeley
1998  Malcolm Green  University of Oxford, UK
1999  Thomas J. Meyer  University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
2000  James P. Collman  Stanford University
2001  M. Frederick Hawthorne University of California, Los Angeles
2002  Stephen J. Lippard  Massachusetts Institute of Technology
2003  Daryle H. Busch  University of Kansas
2004  Malcolm H. Chisholm  Ohio State University
2005  John E. Bercaw  California Institute of Technology
2006  Ivano Bertini  University of Florence, Italy
2007  Richard R. Schrock  Massachusetts Institute of Technology
2008  Robert H. Grubbs  California Institute of Technology
2009  Peter J. Stang  University of Utah
2010  Roald	Hoffmann  Cornell University
2011  Gregory J. Kubas  Los Alamos National Laboratory
2012  Richard Eisenberg  University of Rochester
2013  Marcetta Y. Darensbourg Texas A & M University
2014  Makoto Fujita University of Tokyo
2015 Clifford	P.	Kubiak University of California, San Diego

This commercial advertisement paid 
for by Peter K. Dorhout

THE ACS COMMITTEE ON CHEMICAL SAFETY
  To assist educators with integrating safety education throughout the entire chemistry 
curriculum where principles of safety are taught over time rather than just during one-
time safety trainings, ACS has published new Guidelines for Chemical Laboratory 
Safety in Secondary Schools and Guidelines for Chemical Laboratory Safety in 
Academic Institutions.  
  In 2015, the ACS put out The Hazard Assessment in Research Laboratories 
which can be found at https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/governance/
committees/chemicalsafety/hazard-assessment.html.  
  The Safety Education Guidelines are organized around the concept of R.A.M.P. 
–   an acronym for the Four Principles of Safety:  Recognize the hazard, Assess the 
risk of the hazard, Minimize the risk of the hazard, and Prepare for emergencies. 
The guidelines also include student learning outcomes statements which clearly state 
the expected knowledge, skills, attitudes, and competencies in the area of chemical 
safety that students are expected to acquire as they progress with their education. To 
request the printed copy of the guidelines please contact safety@acs.org.

October, 2016 Vol. 103, No. 
8.Published by the Chicago Section 
of The American Chemical Society, 
Editorial Staff: Paul Brandt, Editor. 
Address: 1400 Renaissance Dr., 
Suite 312, Park Ridge, Illinois 60068; 
847/391- 9091. Subscription rates: 
$15 per year. Frequency: monthly-
September through June.

The mission of the Chicago 
Section of the ACS is to encourage 
the advancement of chemical 
sciences and their practitioners.

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/governance/committees/chemicalsafety/hazard-assessment.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/governance/committees/chemicalsafety/hazard-assessment.html
mailto:safety%40acs.org?subject=
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REPORT OF COUNCIL MEETING IN BOSTON
  The 252th National Meeting of the ACS was held in Philadelphia, PA, from August 21 
– 25, 2015. The theme of this meeting was “Chemistry for the People, by the People 
and with the People” The Chicago section was represented by Charles Cannon (Local 
Section Activities), Dave Crumrine (Constitution and Bylaws), Russ Johnson (Chemistry 
and Public Affairs), Michael Koehler (Chemistry and Public Affairs), Fran Kravitz (Local 
Section Activities), Margaret Levenberg (Meetings and Expositions), Milt Levenberg 
(Public Relations and Communication), Inessa Miller, Barbara Moriarty (Science) and 
Susan Shih (Education).  The national activities of each are given, as I know them.

Finances:  The Society’s 2016 expectations are that the Society will finish the year with 
a Net from Operations of $17.3 million. This is $3.9 million higher than the Approved 
Budget. Total revenues are projected to be $528.8 million, essentially on budget, and. 
Total expenses are projected at $511.5 million, which is 0.6% favorable to budget. The 
Society is expected to meet four of the five Board-established financial guidelines.  It is 
not expected to meet the Fund Balance ratio because unrestricted net assets are low 
because of underfunded postretirement benefit plans. 
  The Board of Directors voted on the recommendation of the Society Committee on 
Budget and Finance, to approve an advance member registration fee of $4145 for 
national meetings held in 2017.

Governance: Russ Johnson was recognized for his 15 years of service to Council.  
Barb Moriarty was recognized for her service on the Committee on Science.  
  The Council elected councilors to serve on the Committee on Committees, the Council 
Policy Committee and the Committee on Nominations.  Barb Moriarty was nominated 
for service on the Council Policy Committee.  The following councilors were elected for 
each committee.  
  Committee on Committees –Wayne E. Jones, Jr., D. Richard Cobb, Stephanie J. 
Watson, Dee Ann Casteel, and Emilio X. Esposito were elected for full three year terms
  Council Policy Committee – Harmon B. Abrahamson, Lissa A. Dulany, Andrea B. 
Twiss-Brooks, and Sally B. Peters were elected to full three year terms, Martin D. Rudd 
for a two year term, and Karl S. Booksh and Ella L. Davis for a one-year term.
  Committee on Nominations and Elections – Lisa M. Balbes, Thomas H. Lane, Amber 
S. Hinkle, Alan M. Ehrlich, and Alan A. Hazari were elected to full three year terms and 
Neil D. Jespersen for a one-year term. 

Meetings and Expositions: The attendance at the Philadelphia meeting was reported 
to be 12,800 including 3249 students and 7437 attendees with more than 9000 
contributions.  The site of the 2024 meeting was chosen to be Denver.

Committee	on	Membership	Affairs	(MAC): The committee reported membership in 
ACS to be just over 155,000 with a retention rate of 84%.  For the first time academic 
chemists, accounting for 41% of ACS membership, surpassed industrial membership 
at 40% of ACS members.  The Council voted to approve a petition to extend the 
unemployed members’ dues waiver to three years.  

Committee	 on	 Economic	 and	 Professional	Affairs	 (CEPA):	  The Committee on 
Economic and Professional Affairs (CEPA) reported that the unemployment rate for 
member chemists was 2.6%.  The on-site career fair at the meeting had 710 job seekers 
and 37 employers with 172 jobs.  

Local	Sections	(LSAC):   The Council approved two petitions, one for the Permian 
Basin Local Section to annex Texas counties of Pecos and Brewster, and a second 
petition from the Upper Peninsula Local Section to annex unassigned and adjacent 
territory, and one Michigan county (Menominee) now currently assigned to the 
Northwest Wisconsin Local Section. 

Committee	on	Community	Affairs	(CCA):	The theme for National Chemistry Week, 
to be held October 16-22, is “Solving Mysteries through Chemistry.”

  The Council conducted a special discussion to gather input on proposed 
recommendations from the ACS Presidential Task Force on the U.S. Employment of 
Chemists.
  If you have any questions and/or comments about the above actions, please contact me 
or one of your other representatives.  You may contact me by email (barbaramoriarty0@
gmail.com).

BARBARA MORIARTY

They Say the Water in Rio de Janeiro 
was Bad!

  I just got back from the Illinois State 
Fair where the ACS had their tent 
set up.  Frank Salter did many of the 
demonstrations at the fair and shared 
this one with me.  Apparently back during 
the Vietnam Conflict, our troops did not 
always have access to clean, pathogen 
free water.  To remedy this they were 
given either iodine tablets or a tincture 
of iodine (this is merely iodine dissolved 
in some amount of ethyl alcohol). The 
iodine is a good oxidizing agent and 
will oxidize, and thus kill the bacteria 
and viruses.  Of course, since iodine is 
a yellowish brown color and it does not 
have a particularly pleasant taste, they 
would want to remove this and they were 
able to do so with Vitamin C tablets – a 
good antioxidant.  

Materials:
Tincture of iodine
A cup of water
Vitamin C tablets

  Normally in order to disinfect the water you 
would only add 5 drops of the iodine to a 
liter of water, but we want to see a dramatic 
change so add about 20 drops (1 mL) or so 
of the iodine to the water.  You will see that 
the water has a very unappealing color and 
odor to it.  Mix the solution.  Normally to 
disinfect the water you would want to allow 
the iodine to react with the bad elements 
for about 30 minutes but since we don’t 
plan to drink the water, we can simply add 
the vitamin C tablet right away.  Stir the 
solution.  After a bit you should notice that 
the water becomes crystal clear with no 
bad odor or taste.  Additionally now you will 
get your daily dose of vitamin C!
The chemical reaction is as follows:
C6H8O6  +  I2     C6H6O6  + 2I-  +  2H+

  Another ChemShorts article (October 
1999) http://chicagoacs.net/archive/
ChmShort/CS99.html#10.99 used this 
same chemistry to determine how much 
vitamin C is in Tang® drink mix or orange 
juice.  

mailto:barbaramoriarty0%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:barbaramoriarty0%40gmail.com?subject=
http://chicagoacs.net/archive/ChmShort/CS99.html#10.99
http://chicagoacs.net/archive/ChmShort/CS99.html#10.99
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AN ORGANIZATION YOU SHOULD KNOW

 
  Girls 4 Science (G4S), http://www.girls4science.org, is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to exposing Chicago-area girls, ages 10-18, to science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM).   G4S believes increased scientific literacy equips 
young women to confidently pursue STEM studies and careers.
G4S focuses on helping the girls in the program to develop skills, self-esteem, 
opportunity awareness, and relationship building, which enables them to overcome 
barriers that may prevent them from achieving success in STEM careers.  G4S 
accomplishes its mission through: 
• Collaboration: developing meaningful long-term partnerships with organizations, 
companies, and individuals, which allows G4S access to premier technology, quality 
instruction, learning space, and valuable resources.
• Scientific Discovery:  providing hands-on scientific exploration and discovery to 
promote interest in science and increased scientific literacy.
• Accessibility: operating a free Saturday Science Academy, which does not 
discriminate on the basis of socioeconomic status, race, or religion.
• Mentorship: creating on-going mentorship opportunities that increase the girls’ 
access to information, while building relationships with role models to help participants 
prepare for the future.
• Community Engagement: raising awareness about women in STEM to increase 
community interest in girls in science, and offering community events to spread the 
word about women’s achievement in math and science.
Each quarter, G4S provides six free Saturday Science Academy classes to 100-130 
girls, with each quarter focusing on a different STEM topic (e.g., chemistry, botany, 
coding, the science of building, archaeology).  The Saturday classes, which are 
based out of Olive Harvey Community College, Malcolm X Community College, and 
the University of St. Francis, involve lectures, hands-on experiments, exposure to 
mentors, and field trips (e.g., to labs, businesses, nature preserves, and museums). 
To date, more than 1000 girls have participated in the G4S Science Academy.  G4S 
also offers college scholarships to select 12th graders who have participated in G4S 
and are interested in pursuing STEM undergraduate degrees.
G4S was founded in 2008 by mom extraordinaire, Jackie Lomax.  Jackie’s daughter 
had expressed interest in a career in science, but Jackie was unable to find a 
community-based science program to help her daughter achieve her dreams.  Jackie 
took matters into her own hands, and with support from the local community, created 
a plan to provide hands-on experience and professional mentorship in STEM to 
Chicago-area girls. The first session in 2009 drew almost 40 girls. Today, Girls 4 
Science is making science a reality for her daughter and over 1000 other young 
women in the city of Chicago.
  G4S is committed to making STEM exposure and learning accessible and fun so 
that girls are excited about STEM.  The G4S model works by helping girls believe in 
themselves and their ability to contribute to the community and society at large, in a 
field where women are under-represented. G4S changes the trajectory of the lives of 
many deserving young girls in Chicago.
  To learn more about Girls 4 Science, to find out how to enroll your daughter in one 
of their programs, to support G4S through a donation, mentorship, or volunteering, or 
to purchase tickets for G4S’s fall fundraising auction on September 29, 2016, please 
visit the G4S webpage at: http://www.girls4science.org/
 

SOMEONE YOU SHOULD 
KNOW

  This month’s “Someone You Should 
Know” is Mark Kaiser. Mark has been 
active in the Chicago Section for many 
years. He has been secretary and 
treasurer several times and is currently 
one of our trustees, a position he has 
held for the last eight years. Mark is also 
an alternate councilor for the Section. 
The Mark that I know is a quiet person 
but stands his ground and states his view 
point when it comes to an issue that he 
is passionate about. It is rare but he has 
been quite animated on some issues 
which have come in front of the Board. 
I also know the Mark, who is sensitive 
and compassionate when it comes to 
youth and scouting/science. 
  Mark grew up in Brookfield, Illinois. His 
father was a printer and his mother was 
a high school math teacher. His family 
has always lived in the area, making him 
the third generation to attend Riverside-
Brookfield High School in Riverside. 
He has an older brother. Mark was not 
the first to be interested in science. His 
grandfather was an electrical engineer 
and his aunt was a high school biology 
teacher but he is the first chemist.
  Mark has always enjoyed science but 
he became hooked on it in 7th and 8th 
grade. His teacher, Joe Lis at S.E. Gross 
School in Brookfield made the difference. 
In high school, he focused on biology 
and chemistry and was encouraged to 
pursue science by his biology teacher, 
Michael Koch Weser. Mark planned 
on going into medicine as he entered 
college but discovered he enjoyed 
working in the lab more. He majored in 
both biology and chemistry but became 
drawn to chemistry. He earned his B.S. 
from Valparaiso University.
  Immediately after he earned his B.S., 
he went to work for AlliedSignal in Des 
Plaines which is now Honeywell. Mark 
soon learned that he could not control 

(continued on page 6)

http://www.girls4science.org
http://www.girls4science.org/
http://www.girls4science.org/
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research projects with just a bachelors so he went back to earn his masters at night 
at DePaul University.  His favorite research project while at Honeywell was on fuel 
cells. His research pushed new catalyst development and polymer electrolyte fuel cell 
performance limits. Unfortunately, funding for the project was reduced. He worked 
for Honeywell for 23 years before he decided to retire and spend more time with his 
children and volunteer for various organizations.
  You can always learn something about an individual by asking who them who they 
would want to eat lunch with dead or alive. Mark chose Thomas Edison. He feels his 
perseverance and vision are inspiring and it would be interesting to ask him what 
drove him to invent.
  Mark spends his time volunteering for the Chicago Section ACS. He has been a 
member of the ACS since 1986 when his professor at Valparaiso University convinced 
him to join. He is also very active as a scoutmaster for his sons’ Boy Scout Troop and 
he assists in his daughter’s Girl Scout Troop. He coaches his sons’ Travel Baseball 
team and his daughter’s softball team. Mark likes to relax by doing woodworking, 
building furniture, gardening and fixing anything that needs to be repaired at his 
house and others. Remember this when you need something repaired!
  Mark met his wife, Pam, while he was taking graduate classes at DePaul University. 
They got married in 1995 when she finished medical school. They have twin boys 
and a daughter who are still in middle school and grade school. One of his sons is 
interested in chemistry. 
  Mark feels he is an open book but I am not sure of that. One fact many of us don’t 
know about Mark is that he is a member of Phi Mu Alpha (a music fraternity) and 
played the trumpet for several years. He also produced a television show in high 
school which aired on local cable.
  Mark’s final words of wisdom to all of us is to be a well-rounded individual. Focusing 
on only one aspect of anything makes it difficult to see the big picture and make 
real breakthroughs. Progress is won by identifying how several seemingly dissimilar 
concepts and ideas can work together to form a new entity.

Fran Kravitz

ILLINOIS SECTIONS OF 
THE ACS AT THE ILLINOIS 
STATE FAIR 
  The Illinois Sections of the ACS Science 
tent opened on Friday, August 12 at 
the Illinois State Fair in Conservation 
World. This was our 13th year providing 
information to the public on science by way 
of science demonstrations, an expanded 
hands-on activity area, information for 
teachers (including a CD with over 200 
chemistry experiments), and literature and 
promotional items for the public. 
  Over 6,931 visitors went through the 
tent over the ten days.  The attendance 
was down in general for the Illinois State 
Fair due to heavy rain causing flooding in 
some areas of the fairgrounds, extreme 
heat, increased admission and parking 
costs and an early start for area schools. 
The lower attendance made the news in 
many newspapers including USA Today.
  Approximately 58 volunteers worked 
in the tent from setup to tear down. Six 
local ACS sections (Chicago, Decatur-
Springfield, East Central, Illinois 
Heartland, Mark Twain and Rock River) 
participated in this year’s fair along with 
14 colleges and universities (Bradley 
University, College of DuPage, Columbia 
College, DePaul University, Eastern 
Illinois University, Illinois State University, 
North Central College, Southern Illinois 
University at Edwardsville, Southern 
Illinois University at Carbondale, Triton 

College, Wright College, University of 
Illinois at Chicago, University of Illinois 
at Springfield, and University of Illinois 
at Urbana). 
  We wish to thank our sponsors: 
Chicago Section, Decatur-Springfield, 
East Central Illinois, Illinois Heartland, 
Mark Twain and Rock River Sections 
of the ACS; AAAS; ACS Committee 
on Chemical Safety; ACS Committee 
on Community Activities (NCW); ACS 
Committee on Project SEED; ACS 
Division on Chemical Education; Charles 
Cannon; Richard Cornell; Kaycie 
Dunlap; Fisher Scientific; Ken Fivizanni; 
Fran Kravitz and Daniel Edelman; 
Illinois State University - Department of 
Chemistry; Milt Levenberg; Avrom Litin; 
NorthStar Credit Union; Oli Dri; United 
Soybean Board; and Wizardcraft, . 
  We also wish to thank our planning 

THE GREAT LAKES 
REGIONAL	MEETING	2017
  We are less than a year away from the 
GLRM in Fargo, ND next June 27-30.  
The theme is Energy & Sustainability.  
The Division of Chemical Education 
will be awarding the Outstanding High 
School Teacher award via each of the 
regions.  This award is for $1000 and the 
nominee must be actively engaged in 
the teaching of chemistry or a chemical 
science in a high school (grades 9-12) on 
at least a half-time basis.  The deadline 
for nominations is two months prior to 
the meeting.  For details, see http://
www.divched.org/award/HSRegional.  

committee members for their hard 
work throughout the year. They are 
Harsh Bapat, Charles Cannon, Karen 
Cochran, Fran Kravitz, Avrom Litin, 
Craig McLauchlan, Milt Levenberg, Ellis 
Moore, Frank Salter, Linghong Zhang.
  The 2017 Illinois State Fair is just 
around the corner. We will be holding 
a planning meeting within the next 
couple of months. We are always 
looking for new members to join the 
planning committee. All meetings are by 
conference call. Won’t you join us and 
become part of this growing outreach 
program. Please contact Fran Kravitz 
at fk1456@sbcglobal.net if you are 
interested.

Fran Kravitz and Milt Levenberg
Co-Chairs of the Illinois Sections of the 
ACS State Fair Project

REGISTER ONLINE for
Chicago Section 

monthly meetings
www.ChicagoACS.org

http://www.divched.org/award/HSRegional
http://www.divched.org/award/HSRegional
mailto:fk1456%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
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October 7  (note the date change): 
Basolo Medal Lecture with Dr. Susumu 
Kitagawa at Northwestern University.  
See details in this issue.  

October	7-8: Illinois Science Education 
Conference, Peoria Civic Center.  For 
more information, visit http://ista.
wildapricot.org/conference.  

October	 7-8: MACTLAC Annual 
Meeting at St. Benedict and St. John’s 
University. This years’ theme is Re-
imagining Chemistry: Innovations in 
Undergraduate Chemistry Curricula. 
For more information see details http://
campus.albion.edu/mactlac/ 

October	8,	October	29	and	December	
3: Volunteers needed for the Chicago 
Section ACS Boy Scout of America’s 
Chemistry merit Badge program, noon 
to 1 p.m. on either Saturday, October 8 
at College of Lake County in Grayslake; 
Saturday, October 29 at Oakton 
Community College in Des Plaines; and 
Saturday, December 3 at North Central 
College in Naperville to discuss their 
chemistry career.  Contact Fran Kravitz 
at fk1456@sbcglobal.net if you are 
available to help.  See article in this 
issue.  

October	10:	National Historic Chemical 
Landmark designation for Willard 
Libby and Radiocarbon Dating at the 
University of Chicago.  

October 13: Chicago ACS Section 
Board of Directors Meeting at 6:30 in 
Park Ridge Office.  

October 14: ACCA Seminar at North 
Park University.  Speaker from Flavors 
of North America.

October	 16-22: National Chemistry 
Week – Solving Mysteries Through 
Chemistry.  

October 22: Chicago ACS Section 
Celebration of National Chemistry Week 
at Loyola University, Flanner Hall from 
10am – 3pm.  

October	 25-28:	 Laboratory Manage-
ment Conference sponsored by The 
Association of Laboratory Managers 
(ALMA), Nashville, TN. See details at 
http://labmanagers.org/2016-annual-
conference/.
  
November 17: ACCA Seminar at 
Dominican University from 7-9 pm.  Dr. 
Mukund Deshapnde will be speaking on 
Applied Material Systems Engineering.  

http://ista.wildapricot.org/conference
http://ista.wildapricot.org/conference
http://campus.albion.edu/mactlac/
http://campus.albion.edu/mactlac/
mailto:fk1456%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
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mailto:http://labmanagers.org/2016-annual-conference/?subject=

